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OUR PRESIDENT

“Only in this life can you do good.
What is awaiting you in the future life
is not the opportunity of doing good
but the reward of having done it.”

- St Augustine of Hippo

It was a busy beginning to the New
Year with Great Lent and Vespers,
organizing an Orthodox directory, and
renewing the Detroit Orthodox Radio
program to mention only a few.

As you may not be aware at this time,
we have a committee working hard to
organize weekly shows to renew the
Orthodox Radio Program. The re-
newed program is called “Detroit's
Own Orthodox Radio” (DOOR). We
will broadcast from WNZK 690 am on
Sundays between 4:00 and 5:00 pm.
There will be weekly themes featuring
educational segments and music.
Opportunities to purchase airtime will
also be available. Individuals and/or
parishes can become sponsors to
open and close our weekly programs.
There will also be opportunities to
advertise special events, festivals or
landmark anniversaries.

We are working hard to make this
both an educational and entertaining
program. We hope you will participate
with questions sponsorships and ad-
vertisements. Become a part of the
program and make this your program.

There are a host of areas where we
could use your support: Orthodox
views on current issues, Book of the
month, Exploring the Bible, Church
music, Entertainment to name a few. |
hope you will give serious thought to
helping make this program exciting.

We are continuing to collect contact
information for Orthodox businesses
and professionals. Make sure that

you submit your information by the
end of June. Will begin printing and
binding them. Once it is printed, we
will distribute it to each of our homes
as a reference offering us an opportu-
nity to support our Orthodox friends
first, wherever possible. Please email
me at president@coccdetroit.org and
submit your information before the
end of June.

Our Church School Ministry will soon
be having a workshop for teachers. It
promises to be very informative, fo-
cusing on teaching techniques and
lesson planning. All teachers will want
to attend this workshop. Watch for
more information that will be forth
coming this summer.

The COCC functions by means of
monthly meetings of representatives
of our member parishes. The meet-
ings are held at 7:00 PM, usually on
the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
Priests and two delegates from each
member parish are encouraged to
participate, and we are happy to wel-
come new parish representatives and
observers. If your parish is not al-
ready an active member, please en-
courage your priest and parish council
to participate.

There is so much to do and we can
use your talents. If you read some-
thing that interests you, please contact
me, Richard Shebib at 248-345-9346
or president@coccdetroit.org.

COCC President

PS- If you would be interested in help-
ing keep records of our work please
contact me.
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RICHARD SHEBIB, President
Antiochian Orthodox Basilica of St Mary
phone 248 345 9346 | paschabooks@sbcglobal.net

OLGA LISKIWSKY], Vice President
StMary the Protectress Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral
phone 248 252-8184 | olgaliss@kpmg.com

Office of Secretary
Currently vacant
phone 248 3459346 | coccdetroit@yahoo.com

JOHN VASILCO, Treasurer
StMichael the Archangel Russian Orthodox Church
phone 734 716 1434 | jpvasilco@yahoo.com

MARY ANN DADICH, Good Works Liaison
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church
phone 586 7754799 | mdadich811@gmail.com

V REV FR LAURENCE LAZAR, Spiritual Advisor
St George Romanian Orthodox Cathedral
phone 248 569-4833 | frlazar@hotmail.com

JOHN E LAZAR, Past President / Publications
St George Romanian Orthodox Cathedral
phone 734 646-6420 | detroitROjel@yahoo.com
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SAINTS & FEASTS
OF THE SEASON
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Icon pictured (enamel and gold relief):
from the iconostas of the Patriarchal Cathedral of
Sts Constantine & Elena, Bucharest, Romania
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Reader = " ( ) * (Bob)is atonsured Reader and a
graduate of St Vladimir’s Seminary with a Masters of Divinity
degree. He also has a Bachelors of Science in Engineering from
Michigan State University and a second Bachelors and Masters
degrees in Architecture from the University of Michigan. His
specialty is Orthodox Church architecture, where he combines
his knowledge of Orthodox theology and of architecture to design
Orthodox churches that fully reflect Orthodox teachings and tradi-
tion. A tonsured Reader, Bob has been a member of St Innocent
Church in Redford for some fifteen years, where he sings in the
choir and chants.
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Bring a friend and check out some of the
wonderful cultural showcases of our community!

June 6: Romanian-American Heritage Festival
Sts Peter & Paul Church, Dearborn Hts | www.spproc.org

June 5-7: Ya’soo Greek Festival
St Nicholas Church, Ann Arbor | www.stnickaa.org

June 11-14: Michigan Sahara Fun Fest
St Mary Basilica, Livonia | www.stmarylivonia.com

June 19-21: Greek Festival
Assumption Church, Grand Blanc | www.flintorthodox.com

June 26-28: OpalFest
St Nicholas Church, Troy | www.stnicholastroy.org

August 20-23: Assumption Greek Fest
Assumption Church, St Clair Shores | www.goassumption.org

August 23: Greek Festival
St George Church, Southgate | www.stgeorge.mi.goarch.org

August 28-30: A Taste of Greece
Nativity of Mary Church, Plymouth | www.nativitygochurch.org

September 11-13 Ya’ssoo Greek Festival
St George Church, Bloomfield Hills | www.stgeorge-bh.org

September 12-13: Romanian Festival of Greater Detroit
St George Cathedral, Southfield | www.sgroc.org

If your parish hosts a Festival we'd love to share the
news with our readers and help support it! Let us know!

Like COCC Detroit on Facebook®
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inspiring music.

Saturday, May 2, 2015, is a day that will live in the
memories of supporters of ZOE for Life! for years
to come. On that day, the Orthodox Choir of Met-
ropolitan Detroit traveled to St.. Mary Romanian
Cathedral in Cleveland, Ohio, to share their awe

Under the unquestionably masterful direction of
(Matushka) Victoria Kopistiansky, these extraordi-
nary voices lifted us all spiritually. “Let us lift up
our hearts”, as our clergy pray in the Divine Lit-

urgy. The choir shared sacred hymns in several
different languages, but their celestial delivery overcame all barriers. Their music spoke
to our hearts. Their voices were so joyful and pure, that listening to them one imagined

that Heaven itself must be filled with such loving and tender
hymns of praise to our Almighty God. We are still enraptured
by the warm cocoon of adoration they created.

This is the first time this choir has traveled outside of greater
Detroit. The choir gave up many hours of rehearsal, and their
entire day on Saturday, to support our life saving work. One
even left her husband in Washington, DC, to sing for us!

Like ZOE for Life!, the Orthodox Choir of Detroit is comprised
of members from many jurisdictions. They are a stunningly
beautiful example of how God can be praised more powerfully,
and His message can be shared more broadly.

Many thanks must be given to Fr Remus Grama, Fr lonel Sat-
noianu, Dn Nick Neagoe and parishioners. They graciously

45 #

7
8 {9
, §
- Fr Laurence Lazar,
COCC Spiritual Advisor

= O

opened their parish and hearts to us, even preparing a lovely reception following the

concert.

We will always be grateful to the Orthodox Choir of Detroit for traveling to Cleveland to
benefit ZOE for Life! The concert was unquestionably a stellar event, and one that we

will all cherish.

LOE

www.zoeforlifeonline.org
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DIRECTORY OF ORTHODOX
CHURCHES, BUSINESSES & SERVICES
BEING PLANNED
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DIRECTORY OF ORTHODOX
BUSINESSES & SERVICES

DETROIT

Business Name

Type of Business / Service Offered

Address

City State Zip

Phone

Email

Website

Owner / Principal Agent

Name

Parish Affiliation ~ Name

City
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The Orthodox Choir of Metropolitan Detroit has
brought an essential aspect of our Faith to the region
with its beautiful music. The ensemble is composed
in mixed voice (SATB) from parishes across the city,
and is regarded as one of the finest such ensembles
in the US. The Vesper Choir is a more loosely or-
ganized group that leads responses at the annual
Sunday Lenten series. The choir also rehearses
more intensely to prepare for concerts and other
events as needed. The repertoire includes many
composers, from traditional Byzantine and ancient
melodies, to modern-day Americans. (Matushka)
Victoria Kopistiansky is the musical director, and
Elizabeth Star (734 306-1486 | stareliza-
beth70@gmail.com) is the COCC liaison. New sing-
ers are always welcome!

FOCUS North America is a national movement,
founded by Orthodox Christians united in faith, and
joined by others,
with a desire to pro-
vide action-oriented
and sustainable
+ solutions to poverty
in communities
across America. As
an expression of Christ's love we serve the hungry,
thirsty, stranger, naked, sick and imprisoned by pro-
viding Food, Occupation, Clothing, Understanding,
and Shelter. We bring communities, parishes, and
partners together in hands-on activities — uniting
giver and the underserved -to help transform all of
our lives and break the cycle of poverty that afflicts
SO many in our society, by moving them from de-
pendency to self-sufficiency. A 501c3 nonprofit, ser-
vices are provided without discrimination of any kind.
We do not require any faith commitment from any-
one we help. We have a deep belief in the sanctity
and dignity of each person we serve and we wel-
come partnerships with others, faith-based or secu-
lar. We are an accredited charity with the Better
Business Bureau. FOCUS + Motor City is our Detroit
Center. Eric Shanburn, Director (248 671-4483 |
detroit@focusna.org | focusmotorcity.org)

There are several branches to the Media Ministry,
intended to expand our reach and provide educa-
tional and other resources to our Orthodox faithful
and the public worldwide. These outlets include:
Good Works publication, COCCdetroit.org, You-
Tube COCCTelcom channel, and the soon to be
launched Detroit’s Own Orthodox Radio (DOOR)
weekly program on WZNK. Spread the word and
please contact Richard Shebib (248 345-9346 |
paschabook@sbcglobal.net) and see how to help!

The Orthodox Clergy of metropoli-
tan Detroit gather throughout the
year as part of the “Saint John |
Chrysostom” Brotherhood, as a way /- )
to share their pastoral experiences, | 73
learn, pray, and interact with one

another on a unique level. All priests and deacons in
canonical order are invited and encouraged to take
part. The president of the Clergy Brotherhood, also
serves as Spiritual Advisor to the COCC and other
affiliated groups. Please contact Fr Laurence Lazar
(248 569-4833 | frlazar@hotmail.com)

The Orthodox Christian Women of Michigan has
members from various jurisdictions of Canonical
Orthodox churches in metropolitan Detroit. Educa-
tional programs are presented monthly, and a sum-
mer retreat is also held. The charitable purpose is
fulfilled primarily by collecting food / paper products
then distributed to those in need. New clothing and
other items requested by Children's Hospital of
Michigan are also collected. Annual observances of
its founding are celebrated in February with a lunch-
eon and election of a Board of Directors. For further
information, contact President Mary Ann Dadich
(586 775-4799 | mdadich811@gmail.com).

The Orthodox Visitation Minis-
try of Detroit is an effort to help
parishes keep in contact with
the elderly, shut-in, or other-

ORTHODOX . .
VISITATION wise disabled members who
MINISTRY cannot be physically active in
of Detroit their community. Their motto is
“Sharing Christ’s Love by Visit-
1 1 y ing with a Friend’, reminding

- these brothers and sisters in
the Faith that they are not forgotten by their Church.
It is a simple but meaningful program that can be
adopted by any parish wishing to benefit from it.
Contact Karen Todorov or Gail Razook (248 345-
9346 | orthodoxvisitationdetroit@gmail.com).

The Detroit Chapter of the Brotherhood of Saint
Moses the Black (the Ethiopian) exists primarily as
an outreach to those seeking the True Faith of the
Orthodox Church. As the Church finds deep roots in
the lands of Africa, the BSMB strive to make it
known and understood in America. Sharon
Gomulka (248 477-6411 | bsmb-detroit@att.net)
serves as Chair for the Detroit Chapter.
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“Zoe for Life”, a program to prevent abortions and help
women in crisis pregnhancy, was the topic presented by
the OCW at its April gathering. The event took place at
Sts Peter & Paul Romanian Orthodox Church in Dearborn
Heights where Fr Romey Rosco is the parish priest. Fr
Michael Butler, pastor of Holy Transfiguration parish in
Livonia, was the featured speaker. He described various

aspects of “Zoe’s” work — a program that provides emo-

c 5 f , A=< < tional support, legal and professional counseling, referrals
2 0 * * = < to helpful organizations, and help in finding Orthodox
3 < 35 " 153-5

families to adopt, if the mother chooses.

“Zoe for Life” was started by women in the Cleveland,
Ohio area, and endorsed by the local clergy association
there. Recently, a group from Transfiguration parish vis-
ited them and are in the process of organizing the first
“chapter” of Zoe for Life here in the Detroit area. This ef-
fort is open to ALL who wish to be a part.

Our next presentation and speaker series will be at Holy
Transfiguration parish in Livonia (May 16, 10am). We are
deviating from the usual Monday evening schedule in or-
der to try and accommodate more people’s schedules. Fr
Paul Jannakos from St Mary Magdalene parish in Fenton,
will speak on “Who Are We as Orthodox Christians, Espe-
cially Compared to the New-Age Mega Churches”.

As always, new members are welcome! Contact the OCW
(information on previous page) to learn more.

HISTORIC

We invite you

to visit our I'?
COCC YouTube Channel (www.youtube.com)! Simply -l
key in “COCCTELCOM” to view a variety of features on
living our Orthodox Faith, the community, current is-
sues, COCC and other parish events, and more. A few
of our clergy have already volunteered — we hope
more will step forward and contribute — it's a wonderful
outreach effort and we are happy to come to you and
film, edit, produce, and publish! The channel’s inventory
is updated regularly, so check in often.

The Detroit Orthodox Community has a history of over
100 years! Over the decades, most parishes have left the
‘old neighborhoods” and venerable original structures.
Some have sadly closed their doors, while others are
more recently founded. Whatever the case, your history is
our history, so please contact Mary Ann Dadich (586 775
4799, mdadich811@gmail.com) for more information.

Help us preserve and share our rich spiritual and cultural
heritage in our great city. Let's share our pride and his-
tory, keeping our past alive for future generations!

If you have a suggestion for an event or a subject that
could be filmed and featured on COCCTELCOM,
please contact us (248 345-9346)!

13
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“A Fellowship of Orthodox Christians United to Serve”
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[ATHENS, GREECE] - The 1st International Con-
ference on Digital Media and Orthodox Pastoral
Care took place May 7-9 in Athens. 72 speakers
took part (clergy and laity), with many spe-
cialists in Internet use from 21 countries.

The proceedings of the conference were held un-
der the auspices of His All-Holiness Bartholo-
mew, the Ecumenical Patriarch and had the
blessing of the local metropolitan, His Emi-
nence Pavlos of Glyfada.

A great many issues were raised at the confer-
ence regarding the use of the Internet, which
is a great human achievement, a means and a
tool for our convenience. This means can cer-
tainly be used so that the word of God ‘can
make speed and bear fruit’. At the sessions and
round table discussions of these three days,
note was taken of the problems and dangers cre-
ated by imprudent use, but, at the same time,
the positive side was also emphasized.

In particular, on the one hand mention was made
of the negative aspects of abuse, misuse and
the unrealistic expectations aroused by even
normal use of the modern digital means of com-
munication and information.

+ —,+ *, i$
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[Brookline MA] - The 73rd Commencement weekend
at Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox
School of Theology was both celebratory and re-
flective as many gathered to pay tribute to the
Rev Nicholas Triantafilou for 15 years of exem-
plary service as
president of the
institution.

Making the com-
mencement exer-
cises more memo-
rable for all at-
tendees was the
conferral of an
honorary degree
Doctor of Theol-
ogy to Fr Trian-
tafilou. In ac-
cepting the hon-
orary degree of
Doctor of Theol-
ogy honoris causa
from Archbishop
Demetrios, Fr
Triantafilou be-
gan by saying,
“It is humbling to
where I

receive this
attended and
wear this hood for all graduates past and pre-

degree from
started my ministry. I

sent.” In closing, he addressed the graduates
pastorally by saying, “What we have as Orthodox
Christians 1s not to be owned, but to be
shared. Share the wealth!”

“Truly a unique magazine — | don’t think any Ortho-
dox council in the country can say they have some-
thing like this to help us further our work!”

“Outstanding publication! It’s really amazing how
profession and informative each issue is!”
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Please accept my gift of: $100 $50  $25

(payable to: COCC Detroit)

Please check any area that you may be interested in:

Choir
Outreach

Poor & Needy
Food Pantry

Youth & Young Adults
Other

Comments regarding “Good Works” or the COCC are welcome:

Return this clipping with your donation to:
COCC Good Works, c/o 18405 W Nine Mile Rd, Southfield Ml 48075
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July - August Good Works Submission deadline

5-7 Ya'soo Greek Festival
StNicholas Greek Church, Ann Arbor
6 Romanian-American Heritage Festival

2pm-midnight: Sts Peter & Paul Romanian Church, Dearborn His
8-28 Lentof Sts Peter & Paul
9 COCC Monthly Meeting,

7pm: St George Romanian Cathedral, Southfield

11-14 Michigan Sahara Fun Fest
StMary Antiochian Basilica, Livonia

14 Church School Recognition Day
St George Romanian Cathedral, Southfield

15 OCW Speaker Series: “Friendship versus Fellowship”
7pm: StMark Church, Rochester Hills

19-21 Greek Festival
Assumption Greek Church, Grand Blanc

21 Fathers Day

23 Church School Field Trip to “Michigan Adventure” Park
StLazarus Serbian Cathedral, Defroit

26-28 OpalFest
StNicholas Greek Church, Troy

24 + Nativity of St John the Bapist
Patronal Feast Liturgy
10:00am StJohn Greek Church, Sterling Hts

28 Patronal Feast Banquet
1:00pm: Sts Peter & Paul Romanian Church, Dearborn Hts
29 + Holy Aposties Peter & Paul

Patronal Feast Liturgy
10:30am: Sts Peter & Paul Romanian Church, Dearbom Hts

2 + Prince Stephen the Greatand Holy (Romania)
Independence Day (USA)
14 COCC Monthly Meeting

7pm: St George Antiochian Church, Troy

16-19 MEFGOX 68th Convention
Sts Constantine & Helen Greek Church, Westland

18 OCW Annual Retreat

Holy Dormition Monastery, Rives Junction
20 + Holy Prophet Elijah
26 Annual Romanian-American Family Picnic

1pm: St George Romanian Cathedral, Southfield

Unless otherwise noted, Saints listed are based on New Calendar
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The COCC is looking for someone

to fill the role of Secretary for our organization. Although an
essential position, the work load is minimal (meeting minutes,
database, basic written / emailed correspondence). Please,
consider volunteering! Call Richard Shebib (248 345-9346).

We hope fto fill this important role immediately.

ST GEORGE ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL
18405 W Nine Mile Rd, Southfield M148075 USA
Telephone 248 569-4833
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