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OUR PRESIDENT

“Fear not for behold, I bring
you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior;
which is Christ the Lord"”
Luke 2:11-12
As the Feast of the Nativity comes
upon us, a reflection of the past year.
It was a very busy and active year
with many new beginnings and tests.
In February, we organized a staff of
interested volunteers and began
studying the possibility of an Orthodox
radio program. With the financial support of the COCC, on May 31, we began broadcasting from the Birach
Broadcasting Company on 690AM
each Sunday afternoon. As of this
publication, we have aired 26 consecutive weekly programs. If you
missed any, visit doorradio.org to listen to our past programs. You are
sure to enjoy listening and learning.
Our staff includes: Snezana (Sanya)
Milutinovic, Executive Producer; Jim
Badeen, Host / Engineer; Karen R
Todorov, Segment Producer; John
Lazar, Segment Producer, Music Production and Art / Design; Fr Dimitrie
Vincent, Religion Producer; Tom
Rosco, Web Master and Technical
Advisor. Without God’s help and their
dedication there would be no radio
program. I would like thank you for the
many hours that you dedicate to make
such a wonderful experience for all of
us. We truly appreciate and value you.
Once again we had a very successful
Great Lent Vesper series. Visiting
different parishes and joining with our
fellow Orthodox brothers and sisters
was both enlightening and rewarding.
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In February of 2015, we tested another idea to bring together Orthodox
businesses and professionals wishing
to be included in a booklet titled
“Business Directory for Orthodox in
Detroit.” It was our goal to have a
copy of this directory in each Orthodox
home as a reference. If you wish to be
included in next year’s issue, contact
your parish council representative.
Another new adventure began this
year with our Orthodox Choir led by
Matushka Vickie Kopistiansky.
A
charity concert was performed in
Cleveland, Ohio to support Zoe for
Life. Since our involvement with Zoe
for Life, a group of Orthodox women
volunteers began a chapter in the
Detroit area led by Susan Barna (see
page 13 to learn more).
Speaking of showing support, there
are a number of other areas where the
council could use your help. Consider
serving our church by volunteering or
making a donation to any of our affiliates and ministries.
We are also working on one other
major change. We are seeking Grant
funding to support our outreach charity ministries. In doing this it was necessary to apply to the State of Michigan for Articles of Incorporation for a
non-profit foundation. Our corporation
name is OUTREACH DETROIT
FOUNDATION (ODF). The Board of
Directors are volunteers who have
supported this foundation with a desire to build a strong charitable fund
affiliate of the COCC. You can learn
more about some of our affiliates and
ministries on page 13.
By the time you receive this publication, I will have resigned as president
of the COCC. It is my desire to continue on the work of the new foundation. I thank you all for your support
and the work that you offered to this
council. I hope you will continue supporting all of our efforts put forth by
our new administration.

Richard J Shebib
COCC President
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Give Thanks… and Give Glory!
This Nativity night bestowed peace on the whole world; So let no one threaten; This
is the night of the Most Gentle One – Let no one be cruel; This is the night of the
Humble One – Let no one be proud. Now is the day of joy – Let us not revenge;
Now is the day of Good Will – Let us not be mean. In this Day of Peace – Let us not
be conquered by anger. Today the Bountiful impoverished Himself for our sake;
So, rich one, invite the poor to your table. Today we receive a Gift for which we
did not ask; So let us give alms to those who implore and beg us. This present
Day cast open the heavenly doors to our prayers; Let us open our door to those
who ask our forgiveness. Today the DIVINE BEING took upon Himself the seal
of our humanity, In order for humanity to be decorated by the Seal of DIVINITY.
— St Isaac Syrian, Nativity Sermon

+ from our SPIRITUAL ADVISOR
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Yes, it’s that time of the year again… Already! The
Church’s New Year began on September 1. We passed
through (endured) the secularized “feast” of Halloween and
the civil “feast” of Thanksgiving Day. And most importantly our holy Mother, the
Church gave us the Lenten
(Advent) season to prepare
ourselves for the great and
life-giving Nativity of Christ,
December 25 / January 7.
Hopefully, we’re taking these
blessed days seriously. The
Church doesn’t give directions on how we should live
for no reason or purpose. She
wants us to learn, to grow, to
refresh ourselves, to be nourished in the way of life that
the Lord, His Apostles and
all the saints lived. The Way
that leads us not in circles but rather that leads us to real
Life, as God intends for each one of us to enjoy forever.
Likely because it’s “that time of the year” the wonderful
movie from 1946 “It’s a Wonderful Life”, has been on my
mind today. I think I read somewhere that it is the most
beloved “Christmas time” movie, and as always it will of
course be shown again on TV. We probably all remember
the story, and Jimmy Stewart playing George Bailey,
Donna Reed as Mary, and all the other characters.
Just like that, I even Googled the movie a few minutes ago,
and I saw a few quotes listed there that, while not the words
of the saints or passages of Holy Scripture, they probably
could be. They’re quite thoughtful, instructive, and touching. Here are a just few.

“What a wonderful life I’ve had!
I only wish I’d realized it sooner.”
“…because when you stop and look around,
this life is pretty amazing.”
“What a wonderful thought it is
that some of the best days of our lives
haven’t happened yet.”
“All you can take with you
is that which you’ve given away.”
Those words are all quite true aren’t they? They’re valid at
any moment of the year and of life. We really need to stop
and realize how wonderful the life God has given us is
meant to be. That’s one of the reasons the Church gives us
Lent… to stop and think that with all of the problems and
tragedies of this world, when lived as God intends for us to
live, it is pretty amazing. We seldom think that when we
are faithful and loving, patient and forgiving, our best days
haven’t even happened yet! And isn’t it especially true during this time of commercial excess to remember that it is
better to give than to receive? That the more we give the
more we have? That humbly sharing our blessed life with
others – offering someone the simple gift of a meal or longoverdue words and acts of compassion – those are the beautiful things, the saving things that once given away become
the only treasures we take with us to the Kingdom?
Brothers and sisters, I pray that at the great and saving feast
of the Nativity of Our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ,
and His Baptism in the River Jordan, that all of us will be
filled with joy, peace and blessings. Remember, “It’s a
Wonderful life” that God has given us... Really.
Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
Christ is Born! The Peace of God!

Fr Laurence Lazar
President of the Detroit Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood
Spiritual Advisor to the COCC
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SAINTS & FEASTS
OF THE SEASON

THE

NATIVITY of CHRIST

T

he joy of the Messiah's appearance abounds in the Church's liturgical services of the Winter Pascha. When the "Hail" of the angelic
salutation is translated "Rejoice," as it often is in the church services since in Greek that is what it literally means, there is an even
greater presence of the "good news of great joy" for the faithful, since
they, together with the whole of creation, are greeted with this salutation again and again in the songs of the festal celebration.
“Let creation exceedingly rejoice, For the Creator fashions himself as a
creature. And He who was before all things now manifests Himself as God
newly revealed. Let the wise men go to meet Him with their gifts; Let the
shepherds clap their hands in faith at the wonder; and let mortal men join the
angels with rejoicing. Be joyful, O earth! Behold, Christ draws near to be born
in Bethlehem…”
One of the most devastating accusations that can be made against
Christians is that they have no joy. Joyless Christians are a contradiction in terms. People who are bitter, complaining, condemning, accusing, dissatisfied and depressed are certainly not Christians. They can
only be people whose life is untouched by grace, people whose existence is confined to the suffocating limitations of "this world" whose
"ruler" is the devil and whose "form... is passing away" (Jn 12:31; 1 Cor
7:31). They cannot possibly be those who belong to Christ and the
kingdom of God. For Christians by definition have Christ's "joy fulfilled
in themselves" (Jn 17:13). They are people whose joy, which no one
can take away, is literally full and complete (Jn 15:11; 16:22, 24).
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In his famous book For the Life of the World, Fr Alexander Schmemann
speaks about the joy of Christians. From its very beginning, he says,
Christianity has been the proclamation of joy, of the only possible joy on
earth. It rendered impossible all the joy we usually think of as possible.
But within this impossibility, at the very bottom of this darkness, it announced and conveyed a new all-embracing joy, and with this joy it
transformed the End into a Beginning. Without the proclamation of this
joy, Christianity is incomprehensible. It is only as joy that the Church
was victorious in the world, and it lost the world when it lost that joy,
and ceased to be a credible witness to it. Of all the accusations against
Christians, the most terrible one was uttered by Nietzsche when he said
that Christians had no joy.
Father Alexander goes on to say that before Christians can do anything
else with all of their "programs and missions, projects and techniques,"
they "must recover the meaning of this great joy." he says that joy "is
not something one can define or analyze. One enters into joy. 'Enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord' (Mt 25:21)." And one enters into this joy,
this exceeding great joy, he insists, only by entering into the liturgical,
eucharistic life of the Church herself. Here, and only here, as in the
celebration of the Nativity of Christ and His Epiphany in the world, can a
person partake of that joyful reality for which the world itself was created in the beginning.
Excerpt from The Winter Pascha,
by Fr Thomas Hopko

ST HERMAN of ALASKA | December 13
Born into a merchant family in the diocese of Moscow, St Herman became a
monk when he was still a teenager, first
entering the Holy Trinity Sergius Hermitage near St Petersburg, then later to
venerable Valaam Monastery.
In the second half of the 1700s, explorers
were expanding the boundaries of Russia, and ten monks were chosen to evangelize the Aleutians. After six successful
years of founding schools and churches,
one after another died or left, until Herman remained alone.
One time, St Herman was asked, “How
do you, manage to live alone in the forest, don't you get bored?” He answered
“No, I'm not alone there! There is God,
and God is everywhere! There are holy
angels! How can one be bored with
them? With whom is it more pleasant
and better to converse, angels or people?
Angels, of course!”
On feasts and Sundays, he gathered his
neighbors and lead them in services; the
people loved his spiritual teaching, and

would visit him at all hours, staying until
early morning to hear him.
Herman especially loved the Aleutian
children, for whom he would bake cookies, and he watched over those who were
weak and powerless. He started a school
for orphans, tended the sick during a
plague that decimated the population,
and defended the native Aleuts before
the Russian fur traders who were exploiting them. The people began to tell each
other of miracles they’d seen and flocked
to the elder for counsel and help. Affectionately, the Aleuts began to call him
their “North Star,” referring to how his
teaching guided and grounded them.
On December 13, 1837, he reposed. In
various Aleutian towns, people reported
seeing a pillar of light, reaching from
Spruce Island to the heavens. Miracles
attributed to him are still happening today. He was canonized by the Orthodox
Church in America and by the Russian
Orthodox Church Outside of Russia in
1970.

HOLY ARCHDEACON STEPHEN | December 27
The holy Apostle and Archdeacon
Stephen the Protomartyr was an early
Christian convert from among the Hellenistic Jews, one of the original seven
deacons ordained by the Apostles, and
the first martyr of the Orthodox Church.
In the words of Asterias, St Stephen was
"the starting point of the martyrs, the
instructor of suffering for Christ, the
foundation of righteous confession, since
Stephen was the first to shed his blood
for the Gospel." The Holy Spirit worked
powerfully through his faith, enabling
him to perform miracles and always
defeat the Jews who disputed with him.
The Jews in their hatred of Stephen lied
about him to the people, but Stephen
with his face illumined reminded the
people of the miracles God had worked
through him and even rebuked the Jews
for killing the innocent Christ.
The people were enraged by what they
thought was blasphemy and 'gnashed
their teeth' at Stephen. It was then that he

saw his Christ in the heavens and declared it so. Hearing this, the Jews took
him outside the city and stoned him to
death, with his kinsman Saul (later St.
Paul). Afar off on a hill was the Virgin
Mary and John the Theologian who witnessed this first martyrdom for the Son
of God and prayed for him while he was
being stoned. This occurred about a year
after the first Pentecost.
The main commemoration for St Stephen
is December 27, the day of his death. He
is also remembered on September 15, for
the discovery of Stephen's relics in 415,
after which they were transferred to a
church built in his honor in Jerusalem.
Also on August 2, the date when the
relics were later transported to Constantinople. January 4 marks the commemoration of the "Synaxis of the 70 Apostles". Since St Stephen was included in
these 70 Apostles mentioned in the "Acts
of the Apostles", he is also remembered
on January 4.

5

What is in a name? That’s a question we don't
often ponder in today's world. And if you
don’t believe me, just look at all the strange
names that are given to children today. But,
really, what is in a name?
There was a belief in the ancient world, the
world just before and during the time of Jesus,
that believed that names were not merely titles, but a name was, as
the ancients believed, a
part of the human person. In fact the ancients
believed that a man was
composed of body, soul,
and name. The name was
a very part of a man.

What
is in a
Name?
By Dr Joshua Genig

But given all of the
strange names that are so
common today, you know
as well as I do that we
have lost that sense of
name. Even within Holy
Orthodoxy, there are some
who, sadly, have seen the
naming of a child as nothing more than an old way
of “doing church.”
But there was a time when
names meant something,
and that is why Jesus asks
the question that he does
in today's Gospel. He
comes to the man possessed by demons and he
asks him: “What is your
name?” You notice he
doesn't ask him “What are
you doing here?” or
“Where have you come
from?” or “What do you
plan to do to me?” No, he
asks him very simply:
“What is your name?”

Yet, even more remarkable than the question, is
the answer given. “What
is your name?” asks Jesus,
and to his question the
man
ans wers:
“Legion.” Not Joseph or
John or Lawrence or Samuel or Davi d, but
‘Legion.’ And his name was Legion, as he
so freely admits, because he was filled with
many demons.
But that is, as you know, the way the devil
works. He works by power and by force and
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by numbers. His goal is not to invite you and
embrace you and free you, but his goal is to
overpower you. His goal is to force you to do
what you wish not to do and to go where you
wish not to go. His goal is that by outnumbering you, you might finally succumb to his
power. That is the way of Satan, and that is the
way of his demons, and that is the way of
those who follow him today. All of the great
sins committed in today's world are sins of
force and power and being overcome.
But that is not the way of Jesus, Who comes to
us, not in abstraction, but Who comes to us
with a Name, as you know so well from the
Christmas story. And as you know from that
story, His name is not about force or power or
strength, but His name is about weakness and
gentleness and coming near to you.
The name Jesus, as you remember, is the name
that means ‘the Lord saves.’ But He does not
save you by force, and He does not demand
that you follow, but instead he offers and embraces and frees you, so that you might joyfully and cheerfully live the life that He has
called you to live. And all of that He does, not
from on high, and not with a loud voice, and
certainly not with a clenched fist. But all of
that He does by coming near to us. His way,
you see, is simplicity. His way is that He
makes himself small for us.
But given all of the strange names that are so
common today, you know as well as I do that
we have lost that sense of name. Even within
Holy Orthodoxy, there are some who, sadly,
have seen the naming of a child as nothing
more than an old way of “doing church.”

Subdeacon Joshua holds a Masters of Divinity
degree in Pastoral Theology and Systematic
Theology from Concordia Theological Seminary, and a PhD degree in Systematic Theology from the University of St Andrews in Scotland. Currently, he serves as Associate Professor of Historical Theology at SS. Cyril and
Methodius Seminary in Orchard Lake, MI,
and as an Adjunct Professor of Philosophy at
Purdue University's North Central campus in
Westville, Indiana. He also serves as a Chaplain for the Detroit Fire Department. Prior to
entering the Holy Orthodox Church, Subdeacon Joshua served as a Lutheran minister for
seven years. He and his wife, Abigail, and
their four daughters are members of St Innocent Church in Redford..

Chris Avramopoulos

Giving Thanks by the Way We Live
H

ow often do you find yourselves being asked by your parents to say,
"thank you?" Whenever you are offered a treat from a friend or an adult
helps you out, you hear a voice from over
your shoulder, "Now, what do you say?"
Of course your parents want you to be
respectful and use good manners, and
this is why they teach you to say, "Thank
you," but I wonder if we truly know what
it means to be thankful.
Thankfulness is a state of being and a
way of life for all Orthodox Christians. A
thankful spirit is a key characteristic of a
Christian. It sets us apart from the world.
It makes us different.
Thankfulness is more than a comparison
of our own circumstances to someone
else's. It is more than having enough
food, a nice home, good health, or financial security, because these can be lost in
an instant. Thankfulness is being grateful
to God for who we are, His sacrifice for
us, and the hope and joy of everlasting
life. But how do we show our thankfulness to God?
Faith in Good Works: The Orthodox
Christian life is a life of faith — faith in a
Lord who laid His life down for our salvation. No one would deny the fact that
the Christian life is one full of faith. But
St. James tells us that if we have true
Christian faith, it will be shown in our
good works. He writes, "What use is it,
my brethren, if someone says he has faith
but he has no works? Can that faith save
him? Even so faith, if it has no works, is
dead, being by itself (James 2:14,17)."
He is telling us that if you have faith in
Christ, and your life is locked into faith,
then your faith will naturally lead you to
do good works.
The proof of your faith is in good works.
Can the proof be found in your life?
Again St. James says, "But prove yourselves doers of the word and not just
hearers who delude themselves" (James
1:22). Too often we join the people who
hear but fail to produce the works that
would make us doers. By doing the good
works that Jesus taught us to do, we show
by our actions that our faith is real. The
proof of thanksgiving in the Christian
Life is Faith that produces good works.
Love Equals Sacrifice: But it doesn't just

stop here. The Christian Life is a life of
Love. Love not in just words but in action, and love in action is Sacrifice. Love
is sacrifice. St. John tells us "We know
love by this that He laid down His life for
us (1 John: 3)." We must sacrifice our
will for the will of Christ, just as He sacrificed His will for the will of the Father.
Many of you might be involved in sports
and many of your games might take place
on a Sunday morning. What do you? Do
you continue to participate in a league
that causes a conflict between you and
your faith that holds Sunday morning as

“Thankfulness is being grateful to
God for who we are, His sacrifice
for us, and the hope and joy of
everlasting life.”
a time dedicated to the sacred worship?
A faith that offers the Body and Blood of
Jesus Christ in Holy Communion for all
the faithful to receive Him and become
one with Him.
Which will you choose? If you sacrifice
your participation in this league that
plays on Sunday mornings, it is a real
way of showing that you put God first. It
shows that Christ is so important in your
life that you want to show it by offering
thanksgiving and worship to Him at Sunday Divine Liturgy.
We have already said that Works are the
proof of Faith, and Sacrifice shows our
Love. But there is one more aspect of our
thankfulness to Christ that we need to
think about.
Discipleship/Apostles for Christ: What
does it mean to be a disciple? We know
the original 12 Disciples followed Jesus,
and traveled with Him during His ministry. They lived with Him and ate with
Him, took on His ways, His teachings,
His values, and His character. Not only
that, but they also became apostles by
teaching the faith to others, helping others to know Jesus.
They were true followers, true disciples
of Jesus. We as Orthodox Christians in
the 21st Century are also disciples by

living as He taught us. In the Gospel of
John, Jesus says, "If you abide in my
word you are my disciples indeed (John
8:31)." Jesus was saying that if you are
trying to live your life the way I have
taught you, then you are my follower.
You can truly be called a Christian. If
you love the way He has told you to love
— by SACRIFICE — then you are part of
Him and the proof of your thankfulness is
clear. If you try to walk in Faith, do His
Works, and are obedient to His will, the
proof of your thankfulness is clear.
A tree branch stays alive and bears fruit
only because it is attached to and draws
nourishment from the tree. We are the
branches and Jesus is the tree. We draw
nourishment through Him.
Being thankful to God is not just an idea.
Often we say things but there is no substance behind it. Today we talked about
real ways of showing our thanks to God - not just in words but in the way we offer
our lives to God: Faith leads us to do
works of charity, help those in need, offering our time and talents; Love encourages us to sacrifice our lives and be obedient to the will of God, so that our will is
the same as the will of God; and Living a
Christ-centered life and walking in His
ways, as His disciples and apostles did,
bring us to the very center of our Faith.
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“Truly a unique magazine — I don’t think any
Orthodox council in the country can say they have
something like this to help us further our work!”
“Outstanding publication! It’s really amazing how
professional and informative each issue is!”

YOU CAN
HELP US!
APPEAL + SURVEY
Our “Good Works” Publication is a labor intensive effort
of love and joy. Our goal is to provide a FREE, bimonthly resource of articles, photographs, educational
material, announcements, and other information for
Orthodox Christians, and the public here in Detroit.

NEWS

from around the
Orthodox World...

ST RAPHAEL CENTENNIAL CONCLUDED
The jubilee year in honor of the 100th anniversary of the repose of St Raphael of Brooklyn reached its apex with the celebration of
the Feast in the Archdiocesan Cathedral of St
Nicholas in Brooklyn, NY, November 6–7, 2015.
St Nicholas is the first parish community established by the saint in 1895. His Eminence
Metropolitan Joseph presided. Metropolitan Hilarion of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside
of Russia attended Vespers, as did Bishop
Gregory Mansour of the Maronite Church and Fr
Abraham Malkhasyan, representative of
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian of the Eastern
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America.

We grateful for the positive comments received, and, as
always, welcome your comments, submissions (and
even constructive critiques).
If you have found merit in the “Good Works”, or other
aspects of the COCC, we hope you will find it in your
heart to support us with a donation at this once-a-year
appeal. Your contribution will help with expenses, and
enable us to expand our publication and the ministries
of the COCC. Simply fill out and return the card below
with your gift and proper postage in the enclosed envelope. Thank you and may God bless you!

GOOD WORKS Appeal + Survey
NAME(s) _________________________________________________
EMAIL(s) _________________________________________________

At the Divine Liturgy, Archbishop Michael of
the Orthodox Church in America, and Bishop
John of the Moscow Patriarchate, concelebrated with the Antiochian hierarchs. Orthodox
faithful of all backgrounds and jurisdictions
from the area attended. Seminarians from St
Vladimir’s sang with the English Byzantine
choir. Archpriest Chad Hatfield, Chancellor of
St Vladimir’s Seminary, offered inspiring
presentations. Metropolitan Joseph commented
that St Raphael’s legacy was one for all of us
to emulate.

PHONE (_____________) __________________________________

WINTER RELIEF IN SYRIA THROUGH IOCC
Please accept my gift of:
(payable to: COCC Detroit)

$100
$50
___________

$25

Please check any area that you may be interested in:
Choir
Outreach

Poor & Needy
Food Pantry

Youth & Young Adults
Other _____________

Comments regarding “Good Works” or the COCC are welcome:
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Return this clipping with your donation to:
COCC Good Works, c/o 18405 W Nine Mile Rd, Southfield MI 48075
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[Syria] The Syrian war has displaced six and a
half million people inside its borders and
driven more than four million more from their
homes in search of safety in other countries.
The arrival of winter only worsens the harsh
living conditions for these besieged families. International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC), is one of the largest relief networks inside Syria and one of only a few still
reaching those in need.
You can help the victims of poverty and conflicts around the world by making a financial
gift to the IOCC Syria Relief Fund which will
provide immediate relief, as well as long-term
support to help those in need. To make a gift,
please visit www.iocc.org or call toll-free
at 877-803-IOCC (4622).

&

A Bright
Shining Star
What might that star have been that guided the Wise
Men to the Christ Child? Astronomers have studied
the heavens ever since, and wondered what could have
taken place at about the time of Jesus' birth.
Some say it may have been a supernova (or new
star). Such a star, when exploding into birth, gives out
a great light that could last for weeks, even months,
sometimes visible even in the daytime. Supernovas
are discovered at the rate of about a dozen a year, but
rarely are they visible to
the naked eye -- one
would need telescopic
equipment to see them.

“...our
guiding
star should
be Jesus
Christ.”

The Gift of Giving
The holiday season is all too well known for its shopping, presents,
parties, and more. While these things aren’t bad, it’s no secret that
they can overshadow a more meaningful spirit of Christmas. “It is
better to give than to receive” and “it is by giving that we truly receive” are noteworthy reminders for us!
With this in mind, as many of our readers surely already do, perhaps this year you will consider and EXTRA gift to make someone
else’s season brighter. Maybe you can aid a person in trouble, or
bring food to someone in need; you can support local charities
(including our COCC, etc); make a donation to your parish youth or
Church School; start a “giving tree” to collect foods, hats and mittens for those who otherwise may go without. Put LOVE into
action, and see what a GIFT giving is!

Ot hers suggest a
comet. Comets appear
even more rarely. Halley's Comet has appeared about every 76
years since 240 BC. Its
closest appearance to
the date of Christ's birth
was in 12 or 13 BC.

Why can't we just accept that it was God's intervention in His creation for His very special purpose of
bringing those who "worshipped the stars" to be
"taught by a star to worship the Sun of Righteousness" (from the Tropar of the Nativity): Jesus Christ
Who has brought light into the world darkened by sin.
When you and I were born, there was probably no
heavenly phenomenon marking our birth. So, there is
no point in us looking back to determine why we were
born. Better we should look ahead. And as we
look ahead to the New Year, our guiding star should
be Jesus Christ. Stay in His Light, and you will
find purpose.
Fr Romey Rosco
Sts Peter & Paul Romanian Orthodox Church, Dearborn Heights

Christ is Born!
Glorify Him!
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keeping tradition
There is no time of the year when customs are kept more
strongly than at Christmas. Nations around the world have
countless traditions that pass through generations.
In Orthodox countries, there is special attention given to the
actual Feast of the Nativity. The “12 Days of Christmas” is the
time from Christmas Day until Theophany / Epiphany. The
Lenten period is spent in fasting and preparation for the feasts to
come. In Romania and elsewhere, beginning with the feast of St
Nicholas, when children put a shoe outside the door and receive
nuts and fruits from “Moş Nicolae”, traditional carols can be
heard announcing Christ’s birth. There, in Ukraine and elsewhere, the carolers travel with the “star” and icon through the
town and sing joyful songs. In Serbia, “Badnjak” (oak branches)
are burned and straw on floors recreates the cave in Bethlehem.
Greeks often use a decorated ship (in honor of their seafaring
culture) in addition to a tree, and share the “Vassilopita” bread
on St Basil’s Day (January 1). The list goes on.
Our traditions continue here in America, even if modified here
and there. We don’t just toss the tree onto the curb and shut
down on December 26 (our Old Calendar friends can adapt
accordingly, respectfully) like most of our neighbors do. Remember that customs are very important and make us who we are.
We must be sure to keep them strong for generations to come!

“The giver of every good and
perfect gift has called upon us
to mimic Gods giving, by grace,
through faith, and this is not
of ourselves.” - St Nicholas of Myra

Commemorating “Moşii de Iarnă” (the Winter
Ancestors) in Maramureş, northern Romania.

Inter-Orthodox Chorus directed by
Matushka Victoria Kopistiansky. It will
conclude with a sing-along of popular
Western Christmas carols.

DETROIT, MI -- The Council of Orthodox Christian Churches of Metropolitan
Detroit (COCC) will sponsor "Christ is
Born! Glorify Him! A Detroit Orthodox
Christmas Concert" on Sunday, December 13 at 6 pm at Sts Constantine &
Helen Greek Orthodox Church, 36375
Joy Road, Westland.

Romania, Serbia and Ukraine sung by
choirs from five Orthodox churches: Sts
Constantine and Helen Greek Church,
directed by Maritsa Kalasz; Holy Transfiguration Church, directed by Sharon
Gomulka; St George Romanian Cathedral, directed by Sbdn John E Lazar; St
Lazarus Serbian Cathedral, directed by
Petra Koprivica; and St Mary the Protectress Ukrainian Cathedral, directed by
Mykola Newmerzyckyj; and by a group
of Romanian Children Carolers.

The first part of the concert will feature
Nativity hymns and carols from Greece,

The second part will feature Nativity
hymns and carols sung in English by an

An afterglow reception will follow.
The evening is open to the public.

CHRISTMAS
CONCERT
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A free-will offering will be collected to
benefit "Detroit's Own Orthodox Radio"
program (DOOR), broadcast on Sundays
from 4:00 to 5:00pm on WNZK 690AM. Visit DOORradio.org or livestreamed and archived episodes and further information.

V{Ü|áà |á UÉÜÇ4
ZÄÉÜ|yç [|Å4

A DETROIT ORTHODOX

HYMNS AND CAROLS OF GREECE, SERBIA, ROMANIA,
UKRAINE, AND TRADITIONAL ENGLISH SELECTIONS OFFERED BY
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Saints Constantine + Helen Greek Orthodox Church
Saint Lazarus Serbian Orthodox Cathedral
Saint George Romanian Orthodox Cathedral
Saint Mary the Protectress Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral
Holy Transfiguration Orthodox Church
Romanian Children Carolers
The Detroit Inter-Orthodox Chorus

Sts Constantine + Helen Greek Orthodox Church
36375 Joy Rd, Westland 48185 (between Newburgh & Wayne Roads)

FREE-WILL OFFERING TO BENEFIT
Detroit’s Own Orthodox Radio + Local Charities
MORE INFORMATION: 734 525-6789

COCCDETROIT.ORG | DOORRADIO.ORG
orthodoxdetroit
11

PARTNERS, AffiliateS & MINISTries of the cocc: Get involved!
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THE ORTHODOX CHOIR OF DETROIT

CLERGY BROTHERHOOD

The Orthodox Choir of Metropolitan Detroit brings an essential
aspect of our Faith to the region with its beautiful music. The
mixed voice (SATB) ensemble is composed of singers from
parishes across the city, and is highly regarded nationally. This
group rehearses more intensely to prepare for concerts and
other events as needed. The Vesper Choir is a more loosely
organized group that leads responses at the annual Lenten series. The varied repertoire includes many composers and traditions. (Matushka) Victoria Kopistiansky is director, and Elizabeth
Star Hatfield (734 306-1486 | starelizabeth70@gmail.com) is
COCC liaison. New singers always welcome!

The Orthodox Clergy of metropolitan De- Chrysostom
troit gather throughout the year as part of
the “Saint John Chrysostom” Brotherhood,
as a way to share their pastoral experiences,
learn, pray, and interact with one another on
a unique level. All priests and deacons in
canonical order are invited and encouraged to take part. The
president of the Clergy Brotherhood, also serves as Spiritual
Advisor to the COCC and other affiliated groups. Please contact
Fr Laurence Lazar (248 569-4833 | frlazar@hotmail.com)

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN WOMEN (OCW)
The Orthodox Christian Women of Michigan has members from
various Orthodox churches in the Detroit region. Educational
programs are presented monthly, and a summer retreat is held.
Charitable work focuses primarily on collecting and distributing
food / paper products to those in need. New clothing and other
items requested by Children's Hospital are also collected. For
information, contact President Mary Ann Dadich (586 7754799 | mdadich811@gmail.com).

FOCUS MOTOR CITY
FOCUS is a Fellowship of Orthodox Christians United to Serve.
They are a national 501c3 nonprofit with a local Detroit ministry to children in need. Live out
your faith in Christ by serving the needs of neglected children in
the city of Detroit. They have volunteer opportunities at Detroit
K-5 schools, at area parishes and in their office in Midtown. Visit
www .F OCUSMo to r Ci ty. org or www. fac eboo k.c o m/
focusdetroitcenter for more info contact the Director, Eric
Shanburn (Detroit@focusna.org).

MEDIA MINISTRY
There are several
branches to the Media
Ministry, intended to expand our reach and provide educational and other
resources to our Orthodox
faithful and the public
worldwide. These outlets include: Good Works publication,
COCCdetroit.org, YouTube COCCTelcom channel, and Detroit’s
Own Orthodox Radio (DOOR) weekly program. Contact Richard
Shebib (248 345-9346 | paschabook@sbcglobal.net) to help.

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS
Humble Beginnings is small, grass-roots service group that collects food and clothing and then distributes it face to face to the
needy in underserved areas of the inner-city. It relies on contributions and community support to do its humble work as a response to Christ’s call of how to live. Contact Jerome Fisher
(313 407-1888 | jfisher48228@yahoo.com) to get involved.

St John

ORTHODOX DETROIT OUTREACH (ODO)
Our mission is to strive to fulfill the Gospel of our Lord, and to be known by the
fruits of our ministry. Our primary activity
(in cooperation with Orthodox parishes
throughout the region) is to provide a
hot meal every Sunday on Gilbert Street
in Southwest Detroit. We also try to aid
those in need with clothing and other aid as possible, by
offering our friendship and love to all whom we serve. Contact
Matthew McCroskery (orthodoxdetroitoutreach.org).

ORTHODOX VISITATION MINISTRY (OVMD)
The Orthodox Visitation Ministry of Detroit
is an effort to help parishes keep in contact
with the elderly, shut-in, or otherwise
disabled members who cannot be ORTHODOX
physically active in their community. VISITATION
Their motto is “Sharing Christ’s Love M I N I S T R Y
by Visiting with a Friend”. It is a simple of Detroit
but meaningful program that can be
“Love One Another”
adopted by any parish wishing to benefit
from it. Contact Karen Todorov or Gail Razook (248 345-9346
| orthodoxvisitationdetroit@gmail.com).

BROTHERHOOD OF SAINT MOSES
The Detroit Chapter of the Brotherhood of Saint Moses the
Black exists primarily as an outreach to those seeking the True
Faith of the Orthodox Church. As the Church finds deep roots in
Africa, the BSMB strive to make it known America. Sharon
Gomulka (248 477-6411 | bsmb-detroit@att.net) serves as
Chair for the Detroit Chapter.

ZOE FOR LIFE!
ZOE is a non-profit Christcentered support organization
with three major goals: to help women who need confidential
emotional and spiritual support during crisis pregnancies; to
assist Orthodox Christians seeking to adopt; and to provide an
education for Pure Living and other resources. The metro Detroit presence of Zoe is very new, but becoming a presence in
the community, open to ALL women in need. Sue Barna
serves as president (info@zoehousemi.org) or call the
anonymous help-line 855 ZOE-LIFE.

COCC Meeting HIGHLIGHTS
Recent meetings of the COCC were held at St Mary,
Southfield (September) and Holy Ghost, Sterling
Heights (October). Some recent activities included...

♦

Fulfillment of Retired Clergy & Widows Annual
Christmas Honorarium

♦

Appreciation and donation of support for the Assisted
Living & Nursing Home from Lorain OH and their
presentation to the COCC

♦

Appointment of Nominations Committee for slate of
2016 COCC leadership

♦
♦

Welcoming of Zoe for Life as an affiliate of the COCC

♦

Farewell to Fr Paul Jannakos (Fenton) and Fr John
Fenton (Lincoln Park) who are leaving the area for
other assignments; Congratulations to Fr Dragan
Micanovic on his appointment to St Lazarus parish

♦

Development of Outreach Detroit Foundation as a
fundraising arm of the COCC, its ministries, etc

Planning of Annual Clergy and Wives Appreciation
Dinner hosted by the Council

The Orthodox Christian
Women of Michigan

OCW
Our November presentation has completed 22 years of
sharing our Holy Orthodox faith by bringing people of
several ethnic backgrounds together, making new
friendships, sharing ideas while sharing fellowship. Forgiveness and Reconciliation was presented by Fr Dean
Hountalas at St Thomas Orthodox Church. Fr Dean
stressed that without Forgiveness and Reconciliation,
we are held bondage to our sin.
Our 2016 presentations are in place and while we are
into our Nativity fast, we're looking forward to our 23rd
Anniversary Luncheon, Sunday, February 7 (Super
Bowl Sunday, but that starts around 6pm). St George
Romanian Cathedral will host our luncheon, starting at
2pm with remembering our members who have fallen
asleep, with lunch and speaker to follow.
Special thank you to our board, committee members
and our spiritual advisor, Fr Laurence Lazar who always keeps us focused on our direction.
Mary Ann Dadich,
OCW President

The DOOR is open! After
months of preparation, our
renewed radio program,
known under the new name
and format as “Detroit’s
Own Orthodox Radio” has
begun broadcasting. The
first show aired on Pentecost
Sunday, May 31, 2015.
A focus group gathered for
the premier broadcast at
WNZK Studio to listen and
give feedback to the pilot
episode. Responses were
very positive, honest and
helpful. The staff was grateful for the input and continues to meet weekly to organize each program. A great
deal of time and effort is
expended by our team both
in the studio and in the field.
(Our managing committee
includes: Richard Shebib, Fr
Dimitrie Vincent, Snezana
Milutinovic, Jim Badeen,
Karen Todorov, John Lazar,
and Tom Rosco.)
Maybe you’ve seen us
around town at recent Festivals or parish Anniversaries? We are trying to be as
visible as we can in order to

make ourselves known. Certainly, our goal is to provide
the community with a professional quality and beneficial program for all who
listen! Now we look to YOU
for assistance (broadcast /
media experience, marketing / sales), financial and
physical support. Simply
contact us 248 345-9346 or
staff@DOORradio.org.
Affordable advertising space
for businesses, restaurants,
banquet halls, and professionals is available via commercial air time and for
longer periods on our website! Program sponsorship is
also available to mark your
personal or parish special
occasion! With God’s help,
we can make this a true Inter-Orthodox effort for our
parishes and the entire city!
Listen on 690AM Radio,
via live-stream online and
through our archived “podcasts” on DOORradio.org
“Our DOOR is open, and we
invite you to come in!”

Sundays: 4:00-5:00pm

690AM
Www.DoorrAdio.org
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WHAT’S HAPPENING Around our City...
ROMANIAN CHURCH
CONSECRATED
The Romanian parish of St Nicholas on Livernois Road in Troy
was consecrated by Archbishop Nathaniel and Bishop Timotei
Prahoveanul (Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Bucharest
and representative of Patriarch Daniel of Romania) on September 19-20. The church had been under construction for more
than a decade, being built mostly by the hands of the parish
priest, Fr George Carstea. Hundreds took part in the celebration.
We wish them many years in their (finally) completed home!

JOHN SEDOR HONORED
John Sedor, who chaired the OCA Pension Board from 2008
through 2015, was presented with the Order of Saint Innocent,
Silver Class by Metropolitan Tikhon and Archbishop Nikon at
the Divine Liturgy at St Raphael Church at Saint Andrew
House in Detroit on October 21. John’s wife Joanne was also
present at the Liturgy, at which His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel of Detroit presided. In addition to serving as Pension
Board Chair, John also served as a Board member from 1992
through 2005.
“It is widely accepted that without his leadership to include
these professionals, the Plan would not be as successful as it has
been.”, said Maureen Ahearn, Administrator of the OCA Pension Plan.
Mr Sedor is a long-time active member of Livonia’s Holy
Transfiguration parish.

MICHIGAN
TEEN RETREAT

February 26-27
Colombiere Retreat Center
9075 Big Lake Rd, Clarkston

ST NICHOLAS PARISH
WELCOMES ASSISTANT
Deacon Michael Mannos was ordained into the Holy Priesthood
by Metropolitan Nicholas at Troy’s St Nicholas Church on September 27 and will serve as assistant to Fr Stratton Dorozenski
there. He is a son of Assumption Parish in St Clair Shores. We
wish him and his wife, Presvytera Kerri many years! Axios!
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The teens of St George Church in Flint invite you to join us
for an exciting retreat focused on how we can better serve the
Lord in the many different areas of life. Clergy from the Antiochian, Greek, and OCA churches of Michigan will be present to lead discussion and offer unique insight.
$90 will cover your overnight stay, all meals, and meeting
spaces! After the RSVP deadline of February 1st, we will
accept additional attendees as space permits at a cost of $115
per person. Contact KARI FARAH at karifa@umflint.edu for
more information.

Giving Tuesday is in two days. Please keep
FOCUS in mind if you are looking to be a
part of this national movement to GIVE on
the Tuesday following Thanksgiving. You can
donate by visiting our website.
Thank you to all who came out to support
our November fundraising event. It was a
great success. A special thank you to Fr.
Joseph and the community of St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church who hosted it, and
to kids from Commonwealth Community Development Academy, one of our school partners.
Thank you also to the teens and young
adults from the Basilica of St. Mary and
YES North America for serving with FOCUS at
one of our partnering schools by reading to
kids, organizing the school library and the
FOCUS resource room.
Recent requests from families through our
school partners: a car seat for a newborn,
towels and bed sheets, hats and gloves for
elementary and secondary grades too! Contact us if you have any of these to donate
or are conducting a drive for these items.
As we approach the end of this year and reflect back on all the children we have
served in Detroit, we can't help but realize there are so many more children we can
impact. But we need your support. Would you
considering becoming a monthly donor of $20
a month? Just $20 a month helps feed 3
children every weekend of the year through
our backpack feeding program. You can become a monthly donor via our website.
For Those We Serve,
Eric Shanburn, Director

“If you cannot find
Christ in the beggar
at the church door,
you will not find him
in the chalice.”
St John Chrysostom

THANK YOU RICHARD!
The COCC would like to offer our sincere thanks to our outgoing President, Mr Richard Shebib, for his many years of
service to and leadership for our organization. Many new
endeavors and ministries have become part of the work of the
COCC, in large part because Richard worked selflessly to bring them
into the fold of our mission.
He assures us that he will continue
to be active in other facets of the
Council and its affiliates, which we
look forward to. We offer these
brief words here, on behalf of all
our readers, parishes and faithful,
as a simple token of gratitude and
appreciation for the love and dedication he has given to the
greater Orthodox Community of Detroit.
The incoming officers and future leaders will remember his
efforts and will call upon him for advice and a helping hand
for years to come.
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PARISH SPOTLIGHT...

ST LAZARUS cathedral
The St Lazarus Serbian Orthodox Cathedral “Ravanica” (Ra-VAH-nee-tzuh) enhances the city landscape at East Outer
Drive and Van Dyke, with the American
Serbian Memorial Hall and Cultural Center. It is here where Detroit Serbs gather
for spiritual and cultural fulfillment. The
parish honors the name of the martyr and
defender of the faith Czar Lazar, who
built the Ravanica Monastery in Serbia.
ST LAZARUS “RAVANICA”
SERBIAN ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL
Serbian Orthodox Diocese of
New Gracanica-Midwestern America
4575 Outer Dr East, Detroit 48234
tel 313 893-6025 | ravanica.org
V Rev Fr Zivan Urosev
Rev Fr Dragan Micanovic

Until a church was
built, they were guests
of the Russian parish. Christmas Day
(January 7), 1915
marks the beginning of
church life in Detroit.
Rev Dusan Trbuhovich
arrived as a missionary, and services were
held in a rented building across the street
from where the first Ravanica would be
built. By 1917, property was purchased on
the corner of Russell and Warren Avenues
on which there were three small homes
that were remodeled to serve as a church,
a school, and the parish residence. A larger church was built in their place in June
1934. The congregation thrived there for
the next thirty years. In the 1960s, the city
claimed the site for a project, and our current complex was consecrated in 1967.

vide fellowship for retired persons while
supporting all projects of the church. Additionally, a weekly Bible and Orthodox
theology discussion is held weekly. A
group of volunteers visits individuals in
nursing homes, hospitals, and senior housing. The fraternal lodge Beograd provides
fellowship and financial guidance, and the
Sports Club sponsors a basketball program for girls and boys.
We pray for many more years of not only
preservation, but growth of our Orthodox
Faith and Serbian Culture here in Detroit!

We celebrate the Holy Liturgy in a
combination of Serbian, Church
Slavonic and English languages. The
active “Ravanica” Choir sings responses each Sunday and a Church
and Cultural School program is for
all children pre-school through High
School. The Serbian Sisters of Ravanica work tirelessly to support our
church and our children. The Pensioners Club meets monthly to pro-

ORTHODOX CHURCHES OF METROPOLITAN DETROIT
Saint Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church
Founded 1936

Saint Michael the Archangel
Russian Orthodox Church
Founded 1926

Saint Simion
Romanian Orthodox Church
Founded 1996

www.stnicholastroy.org
760 W Wattles Rd, Troy
V Rev Fr Stratton Dorozenski
Rev Fr Michael Mannos

www.stmichaelredford.org
26355 W Chicago, Redford
Rt Rev Timothy Barna

www.sfantulsimeon.org
821 N Newburgh Rd, Westland
Rev Fr Radu Roman

Russian Orthodox Church
Patriarchal Parishes in the USA

Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese
in the Americas

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Lunch for the Hungry is served Sundays at 2pm, Sts Peter & Paul Hall
(3810 Gilbert St, Detroit). Contact Orthodox Detroit Outreach to help.
A Bible-Study class is offered every Wednesday at 7:30pm through St
Lazarus Serbian Cathedral. Call 313 893-6025 for more information. All
are welcome to take part in this Free class.

NOVEMBER
8

17
25
26
29
30

+ Synaxis of the Archangels
Patronal Feast-day Liturgy
St Michael Russian Church, Redford
COCC Monthly Meeting
7pm: St Paul Macedono-Bulgarian Cathedral, Dearborn Hts
Thanksgiving Eve Service
7pm: St George Romanian Cathedral, Southfield
Thanksgiving Day holiday
Inter-Orthodox Chorus Rehearsal
7pm: St George Romanian Cathedral, Southfield
+ Holy Apostle St Andrew the first-called

DECEMBER
5
6

8

Charity Gift Collection for Needy & Sick Children
St George Romanian Cathedral, Southfield
St Nicholas Feast Open-House
Greek Orthodox Metropolis Center, Troy
COCC Monthly Meeting
7pm: St Lazarus Serbian Cathedral, Detroit
Inter-Orthodox Chorus Rehearsal
7pm: St George Romanian Cathedral, Southfield

12

+ St Spyridon
Patronal Feast-day Liturgy
10am: Greek Orthodox Metropolis Center, Troy
Annual Cookie Walk
10am-1pm: St Michael Russian Church, Redford

20

The angels offer you a hymn, the heavens a star,
the wise-men their gifts, the shepherds their wonder,
the earth a cave, the wilderness the manger,
and we offer You the Virgin Mother.
O Pre-eternal God have mercy on us!

Christ is born!
Glorify him!

Christmas Concert Committee meeting
6:30pm: St George Romanian Cathedral, Southfield
+ St Nicholas the Wonderworker

11

13

What shall we offer You, O Christ?
Who for our sakes has appeared on earth as man.
Every creature made by You offers You thanks.

“Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
A Detroit Orthodox Christmas Concert”
6pm: Sts Constantine & Helen Greek Church, Westland
Sisterhood Nativity Bake Sale
Holy Trinity Church, Detroit
10th Annual Christmas Concert & Dinner
1pm: St George Romanian Cathedral, Southfield

Merry Christmas!

The Staff of GOOD WORKS

Visit: www.coccdetroit.com
GET CONNECTED!
GOOD WORKS

Like COCC Detroit
on Facebook®!

NOV-DEC 2015

ST GEORGE ROMANIAN ORT HODOX CATHEDRAL
18405 W Nine Mile Rd, Southfield MI 48075 USA
Telephone 248 569-4833

Annual Christmas Program
1pm: Sts Peter & Paul Romanian Church, Dearborn Hts
24

Christmas Eve

25
27

+ Feast of the Nativity of Christ (Christmas)
+ Proto-martyr Stephen the Archdeacon

Unless otherwise noted, Saints listed are based on New Calendar
OCW - Orthodox Christian Women sponsored event

Parishes are encouraged to submit calendars to us!
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