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A MESSAGE FROM

OUR PRESIDENT
We have traveled together on the
Lenten journey and will soon arrive at
the great day of rejoicing, Our Lord’s
Pascha. As we reflect on our journey,
we are thankful for the hospitality and
fellowship of our brothers and sisters
at five local Orthodox churches and
communities. When you visit someone’s home, you learn so much more
about them. Recently, the Nativity of
the Virgin Mary Greek parish in Plymouth opened a Bookstore with a
supply of Icons, Liturgical items,
items for the home altar and books.
The Serbian parish of St Lazarus

We have traveled together
on the Lenten journey
and will soon arrive at
the great day of rejoicing...
shared with us that their women have
formed a junior sisterhood in order to
better mentor and guide their young
women. This was also a chance for
singers to learn and grow and sing at
the Vesper services. We cannot thank
Matushka Vi cki e Kopisti ansky
enough for all her time and dedication. We extend our sincere gratitude
to Metropolitan Nicholas, the presbyters and their parishes for welcoming
us on the Sundays of Great Lent and
we are humbled by your generous
natures. The goodwill offerings we
received at these services will be used
to support the work of the COCC.
We are so grateful that even in the
busy time of Lent, the COCC was
able to bring together a group of
women from various Orthodox juris-

dictions to discuss our successes,
challenges and opportunities for
growth as sisterhoods or auxiliaries of
our parishes. I hope you enjoy the
article in this issue of Good Works.
We will announce a date, in the near
future, for a second meeting and encourage others to join us.
As we enjoy this holy season, please
remember that on Sunday, May 15th
we will host our annual Dinner Dance
to benefit our retired clergy and widowed wives. Please make note of the
details provided in this issue; we encourage parishes to reserve a table or
two. There is also an opportunity to
donate baskets and gifts for auction.
Accepting the task of hospitality, the
patriarch [Abraham] used to sit at the
entrance to his tent (cf. Gen. 18:1),
inviting all who passed by, and his
table was laden for all comers including the impious and barbarians, without distinction. Hence he was found
worthy of that wonderful banquet
when he received angels and the Master of all as guests. We too, then,
should actively and eagerly cultivate
hospitality, so that we may receive not
only angels, but also God Himself.
"For inasmuch," says the Lord, "as
you have done it to one of the least of
these My brethren, you have done it
unto Me" (Matt. 25:40). It is good to
be generous to all, especially to those
who cannot repay you. - St Theodoros, the Great Ascetic

Olga Liskiwskyi
COCC President

OUR MISSION
“Go forth and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all things that
I have commanded you; and Lo, I AM
with you always, even unto the end of
time.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
The Council of Orthodox Christian
Churches of Metropolitan Detroit is a
cooperative organization of clergy and
laity established in 1957. Our mission is to
promote the Faith through worship, fellowship, charity, education, and outreach.
The devotion of all who serve and
support us allows our witness of faith in
Detroit to continue into the future.

THE COCC EXECUTIVE BOARD
OLGA LISKIWSKYI, President
St Mary the Protectress Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral
phone 248 252-8184 | olgaliss0910@gmail.com
JOHN E LAZAR, Vice President / Publications
St George Romanian Orthodox Cathedral
phone 734 646-6420 | detroitROjel@yahoo.com

MARY STANESA, Secretary
Sts Peter & Paul Romanian Orthodox Church
phone 313 562-1341 | mariaceamica@comcast.com

CHRISTINA TZILOS, Treasurer
Nativity of the Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church
phone 248 798-3627 | ctzilos@gmail.com

RICHARD SHEBIB, Past President
Antiochian Orthodox Basilica of St Mary
phone 248 345 9346 | paschabooks@sbcglobal.net

CLERGY & PARISHES...
We kindly reminded to submit your 2016 COCC membership
contribution to our treasurer as soon as possible. Also, each
priest is reminded to please appoint and send two representatives as liaisons to and from your community to participate
in our monthly meetings. We need your physical and financial support. Thank you!
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The Hymn of Exile Leads Us Home
By the waters of Babylon, there we sat down and we wept when we remembered Zion. We
hung our harps upon the willows in the midst of it. For there our captures required of us a
song, and our tormentors requested mirth, saying, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” How
shall we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land? If I forget you, O Jerusalem, Let my right
hand forget its skill! If I do not remember you, let my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth
if I do not exalt Jerusalem above my chief joy. (Ps. 137, 1-6)
This song of the Jewish Babylonian captivity became known as the hymn of those in exile.
Spiritually, humanity is in such a state of alienation. For this reason, three Sundays before
Lent, at Matins, the Polyeleion is sung in the Orthodox Church. The verses of this Psalm
remind us of the heavenly Zion and that we are all in exile from our heavenly home.
They call us to ever remember our spiritual origins and to return to that place and
that condition. Romanians say: “He who returns enters Paradise.” Repentance is
indeed a precondition of our true return home. (Taken from “The Weekly Bulletin” of St George
Romanian Orthodox Cathedral.)

+ from our SPIRITUAL ADVISOR
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in the Faith,
Depending on when you receive this issue of Good Works,
the 40 days of Great Lent may well be passed. We may be
upon the feasts of Lazarus’ Resurrection and the Entrance
of Our Lord into Jerusalem, Palm Sunday, and the Great
and Holy Week of Our Lord’s Passion and the glorious
Pascha lie before us.
These days of preparation are
examples of how good God
is to us, how He gently leads
us to union with Him and
eternal life in his Kingdom of
Light, Joy, and Peace. He
never forces us. He simply
holds open the Doors of Repentance to us. It is for us to
accept his invitation and enter into the joy of the Lord,
or not.
We have been urged to give
alms (more) generously. To
think of, to love, others first,
before thinking of ourselves,
again. We were guided to adjust our diets, to lighten our
physical selves and to hunger more for the things that save
our souls, to purify our senses and to seek beyond this
earthly life for the sweet fragrance of the eternal. We
should be fasting as well from unnecessary social activities
(as innocent as they may be), filling our time with reading
the Holy Scriptures and the lives of the saints who have
pleased God with their spiritual efforts having struggled
through lent as we ourselves may be doing right now. It
was expected that we would confess our sins in preparation
for receiving Holy Communion as often as possible, and

certainly on (the night of) Pascha itself. We have to realize
that it is sinful to ignore these spiritual guides of our
Mother, the Church, to not even try to live the life of the
Church, to not accept the Way to Salvation, to simply not
think of the Judgement that awaits each of us on the Last
Day when it will be too late.
Remember the parable of He never forces us.
the Ten Virgins / Bridesmaids. Five were prepared He simply holds open
to share in the Lord’s marriage feast, and the others the Doors of Repentance
were shocked and in panic for us.
seeing the doors closed to
them because they hadn’t prepared themselves, they didn’t
listen. What a tragedy that they didn’t have enough oil in
the lamps of their lives to guide them to Paradise! They, as
each one of us, have been offered all we need to do so, to
die in peace knowing that united to Christ we can rise with
him to inherit the Paradise created for us in the beginning.
So the question is, are we using these days wisely for the
sake of your souls? Am I? Certainly no priest is exempt!
Have we confessed your sins? Are we fasting? Are we participating in the special services e.g. the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts, and prepared to receive Holy Communion
now and on Pascha? We don’t know when “the doors” will
be opened to us. But are preparing ourselves to enter? Beloved, don’t procrastinate.
May we together all rejoice in the Resurrection of Him
born for our salvation.
With love in the Lord who died for our salvation,

Fr Laurence Lazar
President of the Detroit Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood
Spiritual Advisor to the COCC
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SAINTS & FEASTS
OF THE SEASON

By raising Lazarus
from the dead
before Your Passion,
You confirmed the universal
resurrection, O Christ God!
Like the children with
the palms of victory,
we cry out to You,
O vanquisher of death:
Hosanna, in the highest!
Blessed is He who comes
in the Name of the Lord!

THE ENTRANCE
OF OUR LORD
INTO JERUSALEM
On the Sunday before the Feast of Great and Holy Pascha and at
the beginning of Holy Week, the Orthodox Church celebrates
one of its most joyous feasts of the year. Palm Sunday is the
commemoration of the Entrance of our Lord into Jerusalem following His glorious miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead.
Having anticipated His arrival and having heard of the miracle,
the people when out to meet the Lord and welcomed Him with
displays of honor and shouts of praise. On this day, we receive
and worship Christ in this same manner, acknowledging Him as
our King and Lord.
Palm Sunday is celebrated with the Divine Liturgy of Saint John
Chrysostom, which is preceded by the Matins service. A Great
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Vespers is conducted on Saturday evening according to the order
prescribed in the Triodion. Scripture readings for Palm Sunday
are: At the Vespers: Genesis 49:1,8-12; Zephaniah 3:14-19;
Zechariah 9:9-15. At the Matins: Matthew 21:1-17. At the Divine Liturgy: Philippians 4:4-9; John 12:1-18. On this Sunday,
in addition to the Divine Liturgy, the Church observes the Blessing and Distribution of the Palms. According to the rubrics of
the Typikon, this prayer is read at the Matins just before the
Psalms of Praise. The palms are then distributed to the faithful.
In many places today, the prayer is said at the conclusion of the
Divine Liturgy. The text of the prayer, however, indicates
clearly that it is less a prayer for the blessing of the palms, even
though that is its title, and more a blessing upon those, who in
imitation of the New Testament event hold palms in their hands
as symbols of Christ's victory and as signs of a virtuous Christian life. It appears then, that it would be more correct to have
the faithful hold the palms in their hands during the course of the
Divine Liturgy when the Church celebrates both the presence
and the coming of the Lord in the mystery of the Eucharist.
(adapted from goarch.org)

VENERABLE MOTHER MARY of EGYPT | April 1
Mary began her life as a young woman who
followed the passions of the body, running
away from her parents at age twelve for Alexandria. There she lived as a harlot for seventeen
years, refusing money from the men that she
copulated with, instead living by begging and
spinning flax.
One day, she met a group of young men heading toward the sea to sail to Jerusalem for the
veneration of the Holy Cross. Mary went along
for the ride, seducing the men as they traveled
for the fun of it. But when the group reached
Jerusalem and actually went towards the
church, Mary was prohibited from entering by
an unseen force. After three such attempts, she
remained outside on the church patio, where
she looked up and saw an icon of the Mother of
God. She began to weep and prayed with all her
might that the Mother of God might allow her
to see the True Cross; afterwards, she promised,
she would renounce her worldly desires and go
wherever the Mother of God may lead her.

him for burial and revealing that she had died
immediately after receiving the Holy Mysteries
the year before (and thus had been miraculously
transported to the spot where she now lay). So
Zosima, amazed, began to dig, but soon tired;
then a lion approached and began to help him.
Thus St Mary of Egypt was buried. Zosima
returned to the monastery, told all he had seen,
and improved the faults of the monks and abbot
there. He died at almost a hundred years old in
the same monastery.
She is remembered on April 1, and also on the
5th Sunday of Great Lent.

After this heart-felt conversion at the doors of
the church, she fled into the desert to live as an
ascetic. She survived for years on only three
loaves of bread and thereafter on scarce herbs
of the land. For another seventeen years, Mary
was tormented by "wild beasts—mad desires
and passions." After these years of temptation,
however, she overcame the passions and was
led by the Virgin Mary in all things.
Following 47 years in solitude, she met the
priest Zosima in the desert, who pleaded with
her to tell him of her life. She recounted her
story with humility while also demonstrating
her gift of clairvoyance; she knew who Zosima
was and his life story despite never having met
him before. Finally, she asked Zosima to meet
her again the following year at sunset on Holy
Thursday by the banks of the Jordan.
Zosima did exactly this, though he began to
doubt his experience as the sun began to go that
night. Then Mary appeared on the opposite side
of the Jordan; crossing herself, she miraculously walked across the water and met him.
When he attempted to bow, she rebuked him,
saying that as a priest he was far superior, and
furthermore, he was holding the Holy Mysteries. Mary then received communion and walked
back across the Jordan after giving Zosima instructions about his monastery and that he
should return to where they first met exactly a
year later. When he did so, he found Mary's
body with a message written on the sand asking

TROPARION, tone 8
The image of God was truly preserved in you, O
mother, For you took up the Cross and followed
Christ. By so doing, you taught us to disregard
the flesh, for it passes away, but to care for the
soul, since it is immortal. Therefore your spirit,
O holy Mother Mary, rejoices with the Angels.
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ORTHODOX

DETROIT
OUTRE ACH

Four

and a half years
ago a small group of Orthodox Christians from various parishes in the Detroit, MI area began serving the needy
in Detroit. Starting out with preparing sack lunches, serving breakfast at
the homeless shelter and a Sunday meal
once each month for the neighbors in
SW Detroit around Ss Peter & Paul Orthodox Cathedral. Our prayer has been
to provide opportunity for Orthodox
Christians to serve Christ in the
needy, witnessing our Faith actively
in an Orthodox Christian Ethos.
More than 10,000 meals later, that
initial prayer has developed solely
into a weekly Sunday Meal ministry
sponsored by Orthodox Detroit Outreach
and hosted at the Community Center at
Sts Peter & Paul Cathedral (OCA).

More than 10,000 meals
later, that initial prayer
has developed solely into a
weekly Sunday Meal ministry
By the grace of God, our rapidly growing volunteer base now enables us to
expand our ministries into a Saturday
Program, providing more opportunities
for our faithful to serve.
We are presently developing a Saturday
Meal/Bible Study as a means to further
offer nourishment to body and spirit,
and share more deeply our life in
Christ. This Saturday gathering will
take place consistently on the first
Saturday of each month. We hope this
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Saturday afternoon setting will allow
us to further develop other new ministries as well, to better serve our
neighbors.
Our monthly study will focus this year
on some Bible texts which help us better appreciate the Work of our Lord
and the Work of His People.
In gratitude to God for His mercy; and
our Lord Jesus Christ, Whom we serve
in the “least” of His children, and
for the grace of His Holy Spirit, Who
provides for our growth; we also are
grateful for all of you and for your
continuing prayers and support.
Submitted by V Rev Fr Paul Albert
Spiritual Advisor for ODO; Pastor of
Sts Peter & Paul Cathedral Detroit
We share with you the following short
quotes from a few of the many who
serve through the ministries of Orthodox Detroit Outreach, young and old,
spanning 4 generations...
“It’s not just about the meal, or even
the guests. For those serving, young
and old, this is ‘school’ where we can
learn the deeper lessons of life.” A,
age 85
“From the first time I met the volunteers, I was struck by the obvious dedication and respect with which they approach the luncheon. As a member of the
Jewish faith, I couldn't agree more that
the work in service of others allows us
to enact the high minded values of religion. And in this case, it brings us
closer to those of other faiths - to see
not the ways we're different, but how
much we have in common!” N, age 30

“Something that I did not necessarily learn,
but am reminded of every time I help, is that
these people are just like me and my family/
neighbors. They are simply human beings trying to get by. Something that I have learned
is that many of the people who attend the
Soup Kitchen do work or are at least trying
to, but they simply cannot make enough money
to make ends meet, and that saddens me
deeply.” A, age 35
“St Mary of Paris sums up my experience and
how I feel when I'm at ODO:
‘The way to God lies through love of
people. At the Last Judgment I shall
not be asked whether I was successful
in my ascetic exercises, or how many
bows and prostrations I made. Instead I
shall be asked did I feed the hungry,
clothe the naked, visit the sick and
the prisoners. That is all I shall be
asked. About every poor, hungry and
imprisoned person the Savior says ‘I':
‘I was hungry and thirsty, I was sick
and in prison.’ To think that he puts
an equal sign between himself and anyone in need. . . . I always knew it,
but now it has somehow penetrated to my
sinews. It fills me with awe.’”
“It is by far, the most Christian devotion I
have been blessed to be a part of.” G, age 64
“This is a place where people of many different backgrounds can come together for support
and create a special community.” M, age 34
“You find yourself incredibly grateful for
the things you have in this life and I don't
mean iphones and xboxes. Food, clothing,
shelter, a car, a job, a few dollars in the
credit union, and friends; these are the
things for which I'm eternally grateful. It's
also a blessing to be able to participate and
to give when I'm able.” R, age 64
“My experience with serving our neighbors always brings to mind that LIFE does not get
better by chance. It gets better with CHANGE!
Change is what is happening in SW Detroit
with everyone that walks through the doors of
the Community Center!” M, age 45
“Many have no idea how important this ministry is. The neighborhood guests continue to
show up every Sunday not only for the meal,
but because they are treated with kindness &
respect. This has become a time & place of
stability in their hectic lives. For a short
while, many years ago, I walked in their
shoes.” M, age 59

“Some of the people coming through the line
looked tired, some looked cheerful, some had
a hard time walking, some were getting food
for others who couldn't come, some had dirt
on their hands, some were children. They were
all grateful for the food, and I was humbled.” A, age 45
“Not only do we help others in the neighborhood change their lives, but we have all
changed our lives; those of us that help.. I
enjoy showing up every Sunday. I have never
felt not-wanted. I leave most every Sunday
feeling "Blessed!" Blessed that I have a
roof over my head, heat, food, etc.
And finally, blessed in knowing that I have put a
smile on my Savior’s face, for Jesus ‘came
here to serve and to not be served’. This is
my mission in life.” J, age 55

“Regardless of how impossible it is to live on the
street, or in poverty, I
see how all of our faces
light up when we are together. This is truly the
work of Christ.” A, age 30
“Sunday lunches at Sts Peter and Paul for me
is Orthodoxy at work – doing what Jesus
Christ taught us to do and asked us to do: to
pray and serve. With Sunday lunches, ODO gave
us all chance to practice what we talk about
and pray for on Sunday mornings at our
churches.” S, age 44
"It makes me happy to serve others." E, age 11

We all come together for the common purpose
of serving our neighbor, “For Christ’s
love compels us”
(2 Corinthians 5:14 )

If

you would like to partner
with ODO, please visit us online…
orthodoxdetroitoutreach.org
facebook.com/OrthodoxDetroitOutreach
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F

aithful of metropolitan Detroit gather each year on the first
Sunday of Great Lent to celebrate the “Triumph of Orthodoxy”, commemorating the Restoration of Icons centuries
ago. While we have gathered annually for decades each Sunday
evening in Lent, the first in this series is especially significant.
Clergy and laity from around the city were hosted at St Lazarus
Serbian Cathedral. Responses were led by more than 40 voices of
the Orthodox Lenten Vespers Choir of Detroit (many of whom
also sing with the renowned Orthodox Choir of Detroit) under the
direction of (Matushka) Victoria Kopistiansky. The Very Rev Fr
Laurence Lazar, president of the St John Chrysostom Clergy
Brotherhood, served as first priest. The Very Rev Dr Michael
Oleksa, a renowned speaker, author and university professor from
Alaska, was our guest homilist. Fr Michael’s words were very
graciously received by those in attendance, many of whom couldn’t wait to have him to return to teach us in the near future.

The Triumph
of Orthodoxy
2016
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A unique aspect of the evening’s Vespers was the procession of
icons. The choir joyfully sang the tropar of the feast, “We venerate Your Most Pure Image, O Good One…” as clergy slowly
made their way around the four walls of the church’s interior,
carrying icons with the ‘holy images’ of the saints and feasts depicted upon them. At each wall of the church, petitions were offered – in Greek, Slavonic / Serbian, Arabic, and Romanian –
after which the clergy reassembled across the solea (in front of
the Altar). This year, at the invitation of the COCC Board, several children from area parishes joined the clergy, proudly carrying their icons. Everyone recited the “Synodicon”, a statement
which reaffirms the place of the Orthodox Christian Faith and the
veneration of our Holy Icons, then, the hymn, “Who is so great a
god as Our God, You are the God Who does wonders” resounded
through the beautiful church as the clergy returned to the Altar
for the conclusion of Vespers.
A lovely reception with refreshments and a full meal was offered
afterward. COCC President Olga Liskiwskyi gave remarks, imploring those present to become more involved in the good works
of the COCC, and the greater community.
The Council of Orthodox Churches (COCC) is grateful to the
Very Rev Stavrofor Zivan Urosev, Dean, with Fr Dragan
Micanovic and the St Lazarus community for their hospitality,
and to all the clergy and faithful who took part. We sincerely
hope that even more will make it part of their extra Lenten effort
to participate in this long-standing series on each Sunday of the
coming weeks. - participant

“Truly a unique magazine — I don’t think any
Orthodox council in the country can say they have
something like this to help us further our work!”
“Outstanding publication! It’s amazing how
interesting and informative each issue is!”

YOU CAN
HELP US!
APPEAL + SURVEY
Our “Good Works” Publication is a labor intensive effort
of love and joy. Our goal is to provide a FREE, bimonthly resource of articles, photographs, educational
material, announcements, and other information for
Orthodox Christians, and the public here in Detroit.
We grateful for the positive comments received, and, as
always, welcome your comments, submissions (and
even constructive critiques).
If you have found merit in the “Good Works”, or other
aspects of the COCC, we hope you will find it in your
heart to support us with a donation at this once-a-year
appeal. Your contribution will help with expenses, and
enable us to expand our publication and the ministries
of the COCC. Simply fill out and return the card below
with your gift and proper postage in the enclosed envelope. Thank you and may God bless you!

GOOD WORKS Appeal + Survey
NAME(s) _________________________________________________
EMAIL(s) _________________________________________________
PHONE (_____________) __________________________________

Please accept my gift of:
Photos: E Symonenko & T Rosco

(payable to: COCC Detroit)

$100
$50
___________

$25

Please check any area that you may be interested in:
Choir
Outreach

Poor & Needy
Food Pantry

Youth & Young Adults
Other _____________

Comments regarding “Good Works” or the COCC are welcome:
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Return this clipping with your donation to:
COCC Good Works, c/o 18405 W Nine Mile Rd, Southfield MI 48075
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LADIES LEADERSHIP SOCIAL:
Sharing, Encouraging and Learning among Friends

T

hirteen women gathered together in response to an invitation
from the COCC on Thursday evening (March 31, 2016) as
part of the first Ladies Auxiliaries Leadership Social at the
Metes Hall of St George Romanian Orthodox Cathedral in
Southfield, Michigan. We were very happy to welcome representatives from St George Romanian Cathedral, Sts Peter and
Paul Romanian Church, St Mary the Protectress Ukrainian Cathedral, St Thomas Albanian Church, Holy Transfiguration
Church, St George Greek Church, and St Nicholas Greek
Church. Many generously brought Lenten foods to share!
The meeting was the
brainchild of Preoteasa
Anita Lazar who had
long - wanted to get a
group of women together to discuss common issues among the
Orthodox women’s
auxiliaries of the area.
Preoteasa Anita, along
with Olga Liskiwsky,
acted as facilitators.
Our initial goals were:
1) To meet women
from Orthodox sisterhoods and auxiliaries in
metro-Detroit belonging to various Orthodox
Christian dioceses

Simply put, we all function as
“mothers” of the parish. But is
this enough? Is this “all there is?”
2) To share our missions, work and successes
3) To discuss the challenges we face
4) To “brainstorm,” share resources, and search for ways to increase membership and attendance in respective organizations.
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We agreed that to a greater or lesser extent all our auxiliaries/
sisterhoods help support parishes and charities by cooking, baking, cleaning and fundraising. Simply put, we all function as
“mothers” of the parish. But is this enough? Is this “all there
is?”
Gradually, as we shared our successes and challenges, our discussion diverged into two main themes: How can we increase
membership/participation, particularly from the “younger generation” and those newly-arrived from the old country? And,
what other roles should we be filling, specifically focusing on
women’s needs and interests?
As we continued, the concept of being mentors for others in the
parish surfaced. Mentoring is more than getting someone to take
on a task or event and then “walking away.” A true mentor
needs to commit to the time it takes to understand the talents of
another person, her interests, family life, responsibilities outside
the home, etc. A mentor needs to be patient and open to new
approaches. One of the attendees shared her journey of becoming Orthodox - what helped the most was the loving care and
acceptance of those who took her and her family “under their
wings” and showed them the way.
We also looked at some of the mission statements and work of
the ARFORA (Association of Romanian Orthodox Ladies Auxiliaries of North America), Serbian, Greek (Philoptochos), and
Antiochian women’s groups for inspiration. For example, the
Serbian Sisters Ravanica at St. Lazarus Serbian Orthodox
Church has created a Junior Sisterhood program where young
girls help them throughout the school year through Acts of
Kindness to benefit their parish and others. They describe this
as “a wonderful opportunity to serve God and to put faith into
action by helping others.”
We discussed the need to promote more spiritual activities and
special educational programs helping women in basic understanding of simply how to be Orthodox. There was a dialog
about how women can minister to each other by growing as sisters through bible studies, book clubs or (yes) kitchen work. We
learn about others by working alongside them.
As we wrapped up our evening together, Preoteasa Anita

encouraged all the participants to think about what their “take
away” was from the evening’s discussions and to share them
with us in an email. Here are some of the comments.
S Gomulka
The kitchen, like home, can be a place of "WELCOME,” inclusion, and mentoring if we have a thankful attitude, do what we
can, and pray to God for all things.
K Mellas
I too think “WELCOME” is what I took away as a great learning last night. Not only saying “hi,” but going and having a real
conversation with someone. Showing an interest in where they
came from (recent relocation, etc.), their family, work, interests.
Really, how can we ask people to help if we don't know anything
about them? We do have a Parish Council member that is usually in the Narthex every Sunday. She does go out of her way if
she does not recognize someone. She introduces herself, extends
her hand to shake theirs and asks if this is their first time at our
church. Tells them if they have any questions to come see
her. Something we should all do. I actually came back with
some ideas/suggestions to present at our next meeting.

O Christ our God, we are all pledged to serve
Thee with our whole being.
Help us to continue to work for Thee through
our Church, without seeking praise, without
seeking personal gain, without judging others,
without a feeling that we have worked hard
enough and now must allow ourselves rest.
Give us strength to do what is right and help
us to go on striving and to remember that activities are not the main thing in life. The most
important thing is to have our hearts directed
and attuned to Thee.
Amen.

G Orlow
WELCOME was the word that stuck in my mind. Great meeting
last night. Very “welcoming” group of women. We see new
faces in our parish a lot and we need to be more welcoming at
our coffee hours like greeting and sitting with them, making
them feel welcome.
M Stanesa
The one thing that sticks out in my mind from that great meeting
last night is MENTORING. Too often we go up to people we
barely really know and ask them to do something for the church,
or even be in charge of something for the church, without even
really getting to know them, their personal skills/ talents/ abilities/interests, and how they might offer these in service to the
church. People are much more willing to be of service to the
church if they know and are comfortable with what they are doing. MENTORING also means you take a person from where
they are at, and GUIDE THEM THROUGH A PROCESS, to a
new skill set/talent/ability/or interest. If you take someone “UNDER YOUR WING” and guide them in service to the
church, they are also not going to feel “put upon” but rather
INCLUDED & APPRECIATED.
We hope to continue our discussion and invite more women to
join us. (A date and venue will be announced shortly!) Having
found the Antiochian Women’s Prayer compelling, Father Lazar
led us in concluding the evening with this prayer.
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EVERY CHILD
MATTERS.

The DOOR is open… have
you stopped in?!
Detroit’s Own Orthodox Radio is approaching 40 weeks
of programs thanks to the
hard work of our volunteer
staff and listeners like you!
Our program is
expanding with
a variety of
subjects
and
special interviews that are
both entertaining and informative for the
entire family.
With God’s help, the program
will continue to evolve into a
true Inter-Orthodox effort for
our parishes, faithful and the
entire city!

banquet halls, and professionals is available via commercial air time and for longer
periods on our website! Program sponsorship is also
available to mark your personal or parish special occasion! We also hope you will

Sundays: 4:00-5:00pm

690AM
Www.DoorrAdio.org

Affordable advertising space
for businesses, restaurants,

consider a gift (see form below) to support DOOR and
keep us on the air!
Contact us 248 345-9346 or
staff@DOORradio.org, and
invite family and friends to
TUNE IN!

FOCUS: Detroit believes that every child
matters. During the
school year, we assist
students by providing
reading and tutoring
programs, as well as
securing practical
resources for them, such as shoes, clothes, and reading books.
As the school term draws to a close and we look towards the
summer, we notice that our students’ needs will change. Because students will not be in school during the summer they
will no longer have access to the free and reduced meals that
they rely on, as well as the weekend food sacks that FOCUS
provides. The summer is a very vulnerable time for children
who do not have regular access to proper nutrition.
This summer FOCUS, Detroit will be participating in the
Summer Food Service Program, a Federal assistance program
offered by the United States Department of Agriculture, to
provide much needed daily meals for children living below
the poverty line. FOCUS will prepare 75-100 lunches daily
that will be served at YMCA summer camps, in both Romulus and Melvindale. We will need 2-4 volunteers to assist
with meal preparation every week day morning starting June
20th and ending September 2nd.
If you are interested please contact us at 248-671-4483 or
detroit@focusna.org. We are also still looking for a kitchen to
prepare and store the food. If your parish has a kitchen and
fridge space and is interested in partnering with us throughout
the summer, please contact us!

2016
CAMPAIGN
NAME(s) _________________________________________________
EMAIL(s) _________________________________________________
PHONE (_____________) __________________________________

Please accept my gift of:
(payable to: COCC Detroit)

$100
$50
___________

$25

Comments regarding “DOOR Radio” are welcome:
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Return this clipping with your donation to:
DOOR Radio, c/o 18405 W Nine Mile Rd, Southfield MI 48075
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BACKPACK FEEDING PROGRAM
Throughout the year, twice a month, many parishes across
Metro Detroit have participated with the work of FOCUS by
hosting Backpack meal assembly sessions. At these sessions,
volunteers work together to assemble bags of nonperishable
food to provide 1,890 meals every Friday. These meals are
later taken to our partner schools and handed out to hungry
children to take home so that they have something to eat on
the weekend. March 17: St John Greek Church (Sterling
Heights), April 7: Annunciation Greek Cathedral
(Downtown), May 5: St Mary Antiochian Church (Livonia),
May 19: Sts Peter & Paul Romanian Church (Dearborn Hts)

PARTNERS, AffiliateS & MINISTries of the cocc: Get involved!

THE ORTHODOX CHOIR OF DETROIT

CLERGY BROTHERHOOD

The Orthodox Choir of Metropolitan Detroit brings an essential
aspect of our Faith to the region with its beautiful music. The
mixed voice (SATB) ensemble is composed of singers from
parishes across the city, and is highly regarded nationally. This
group rehearses more intensely to prepare for concerts and
other events as needed. The Vesper Choir is a more loosely
organized group that leads responses at the annual Lenten series. The varied repertoire includes many composers and traditions. (Matushka) Victoria Kopistiansky is director, and Elizabeth
Star Hatfield (734 306-1486 | starelizabeth70@gmail.com) is
COCC liaison. New singers always welcome!

The Orthodox Clergy of metropolitan De- Chrysostom
troit gather throughout the year as part of
the “Saint John Chrysostom” Brotherhood,
as a way to share their pastoral experiences,
learn, pray, and interact with one another on
a unique level. All priests and deacons in
canonical order are invited and encouraged to take part. The
president of the Clergy Brotherhood, also serves as Spiritual
Advisor to the COCC and other affiliated groups. Please contact
Fr Laurence Lazar (248 569-4833 | frlazar@hotmail.com)

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN WOMEN (OCW)
The Orthodox Christian Women of Michigan has members from
various Orthodox churches in the Detroit region. Educational
programs are presented monthly, and a summer retreat is held.
Charitable work focuses primarily on collecting and distributing
food / paper products to those in need. New clothing and other
items requested by Children's Hospital are also collected. For
information, contact President Mary Ann Dadich (586 7754799 | mdadich811@gmail.com).

FOCUS MOTOR CITY
FOCUS is a Fellowship of Orthodox Christians United to Serve.
They are a national 501c3 nonprofit with a local Detroit ministry to children in need. Live out
your faith in Christ by serving the needs of neglected children in
the city of Detroit. They have volunteer opportunities at Detroit
K-5 schools, at area parishes and in their office in Midtown. Visit
www .F OCUSMo to r Ci ty. org or www. fac eboo k.c o m/
focusdetroitcenter for more info contact the Director, Eric
Shanburn (Detroit@focusna.org).

MEDIA MINISTRY
There are several
branches to the Media
Ministry, intended to expand our reach and provide educational and other
resources to our Orthodox
faithful and the public
worldwide. These outlets include: Good Works publication,
COCCdetroit.org, YouTube COCCTelcom channel, and Detroit’s
Own Orthodox Radio (DOOR) weekly program. Contact Richard
Shebib (248 345-9346 | paschabook@sbcglobal.net) to help.

FRESH START: DETROIT
Fresh Start Detroit is small, grass-roots service group that collects food and clothing and then distributes it face to face to the
needy in underserved areas of the inner-city. It relies on contributions and community support to do its humble work as a response to Christ’s call of how to live. Contact Jerome Fisher
(313 407-1888 | jfisher48228@yahoo.com) to get involved.

St John

ORTHODOX DETROIT OUTREACH (ODO)
Our mission is to strive to fulfill the Gospel of our Lord, and to be known by the
fruits of our ministry. Our primary activity
(in cooperation with Orthodox parishes
throughout the region) is to provide a
hot meal every Sunday on Gilbert Street
in Southwest Detroit. We also try to aid
those in need with clothing and other aid as possible, by
offering our friendship and love to all whom we serve. Contact
Matthew McCroskery (orthodoxdetroitoutreach.org).

ORTHODOX VISITATION MINISTRY (OVMD)
The Orthodox Visitation Ministry of Detroit
is an effort to help parishes keep in contact
with the elderly, shut-in, or otherwise
disabled members who cannot be ORTHODOX
physically active in their community. VISITATION
Their motto is “Sharing Christ’s Love M I N I S T R Y
by Visiting with a Friend”. It is a simple of Detroit
but meaningful program that can be
“Love One Another”
adopted by any parish wishing to benefit
from it. Contact Karen Todorov or Gail Razook (248 345-9346
| orthodoxvisitationdetroit@gmail.com).

BROTHERHOOD OF SAINT MOSES
The Detroit Chapter of the Brotherhood of Saint Moses the
Black exists primarily as an outreach to those seeking the True
Faith of the Orthodox Church. As the Church finds deep roots in
Africa, the BSMB strive to make it known America. Sharon
Gomulka (248 477-6411 | bsmb-detroit@att.net) serves as
Chair for the Detroit Chapter.

ZOE FOR LIFE!
ZOE is a non-profit Christcentered support organization
with three major goals: to help women who need confidential
emotional and spiritual support during crisis pregnancies; to
assist Orthodox Christians seeking to adopt; and to provide an
education for Pure Living and other resources. The metro Detroit presence of Zoe is very new, but becoming a presence in
the community, open to ALL women in need. Sue Barna
serves as president (info@zoehousemi.org) or call the
anonymous help-line 855 ZOE-LIFE.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND TOWN...
NATIVITY BOOKSTORE OPENS
Nativity of the Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church (W
Five Mile Rd, between Haggerty & I-275) in Plymouth
invites you to visit their new
parish bookstore. Books,
icons, gifts, and more!
HOURS
Tuesday-Saturday, 10am-2pm
Thursday Evening, 5-8pm
Sunday, 12-2pm

Take me
out to the
Ballgame...

in a Suite!

Serbian Basketball Tournament
DETROIT May 19-22
Details and other
information available at:

ravanica.org
248 930-3572

Zoe House in Parma
(Cleveland), Ohio, was
officially dedicated on
Friday, March 4, 2016.
The new facility is the
home of the Orthodox Agency "Zoe for Life" which assists
women in crisis pregnancies, needing counseling, referrals,
baby clothes and other necessities. Many faithful and
clergy from the Northeast Ohio and metro Detroit were
present. Five hierarchs, including Archbishop Nathaniel,
Greek Metropolitan Savas, Carpatho-Russian bishop Gregory, Ukrainian Bishop Daniel, and OCA Bishop Paul of
Chicago celebrated the service of blessing. Fr Laurence
Lazar (president of our Detroit Clergy Brotherhood and
COCC Spiritual Advisor), who has worked closely with
Paula Kappos (Zoe founder and Chair), was asked to individually sprinkle all those in attendance with Holy Water.
The important and holy ministry of Zoe has recently expanded, accepting its first Zoe chapter, here in metro Detroit. Zoe's work is so important that the Orthodox Choir of
Detroit voluntarily offered a concert for the benefit of Zoe
last year at St Mary Cathedral in Cleveland.
See more on Detroit’s Zoe Agency on page 13.
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WIN A GAME SUITE FOR
A NIGHT THIS SUMMER!

Call 248 345-9346 today!

FR OLEKSA VISITS DETROIT:
ENLIVENS FAITHFUL
AND CLERGY BROTHERHOOD

Returning to the custom of years past, the COCC invited
a highly respected priest from outside our area to offer
the Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers homily. Our guest was
a teacher of the faith who spent his entire priestly ministry
serving the faithful of Alaska; which first received the faith
from missionaries such as Saints Herman, Innocent, over 200
years ago. The Very Rev Dr Michael Oleksa is known in the
Orthodox and secular world as an expert on the Mission to
Alaska, its native peoples, and as one of their strongest public
defenders and media voices. A true "story-teller", author, historian and university professor of Cross-culturalization, he has
spoken across the globe, most recently to the Church in Africa.
His presence here on March 20, prompted him to also be invited as the speaker at a special Clergy Conference the next day
at St George Cathedral in Southfield. Fr Laurence Lazar, Cathedral Dean, President of the Detroit Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood (and Fr Michael's seminary roommate!) organized the
gathering entitled "Saints & Sinners, Missionaries & Martyrs", referring to the early missionaries to Alaska, some of
whom are now canonized as saints of the Church.
The (15) clergy who responded to the invitation were captivated by the depth of Fr Michael's knowledge and
his entertaining style of teaching. And as some lay persons
commented on Sunday evening, the clergy gathered on Monday agreed that Fr Oleksa should absolutely be invited to speak
again to our community in the near future.
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NEWS

from around the
Orthodox World...

COMMON PRAYER FOR CAPTIVE BISHOPS
The Assembly of Canonical Bishops of the United
Stated of America and the Standing Conference
of Oriental Orthodox Churches in America
(SCOOCH) are pleased to announce that a “Common
Prayer Service” will be held on Thursday, April
21, 2016, at St Gabriel Syriac Orthodox Church
(750 Sunset Ave) in Haworth, New Jersey. The
service will begin at 7:00pm.
This service is meant to bring people together
as they pray for the safety of two Syrian hierarchs held in captivity — Syriac Orthodox
Archbishop John Ibrahim, and Antiochian Orthodox Metropolitan Paul Yazigi — and for all suffering calamities in the Middle East. This gesture of solidarity between the Assembly of
Bishops and SCOOCH also marks the commencement
of the organizations’ shared work.

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
CHURCHES IN
METROPOLITAN DETROIT

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral
Founded 1909
707 E Lafayette St, Detroit | www.annunciationcathedral.org
Rev Fr George Manias, Dean
V Rev Fr Athanas George, Dean Emeritus
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit

CALL FOR UNITY AGAINST TERRORISM
[Brussels] The Orthodox Metropolitan of Belgium, Athenagoras (Ecumenical Pat.) has called
for all religious leaders of Belgium to unite
their voices and forces against terrorism.
Commenting on the attacks of Tuesday morning in
Brussels, Athenagoras, President of the Orthodox Episcopal Assembly of Belgium, appealed to
every person of good will around the world,
Christians and non, to become a shield against
terrorism as well as messengers of peace.
“Terrorists today have not struck Brussels.
Terrorists today struck throughout Europe. Terrorists today struck once again the whole
world” (…) “We call upon the whole world,
Christian and not, to become a shield against
terrorism. To become one body against the storm
of grief that overwhelms the planet. In this
war that was declared by terrorism in Europe we
will become messengers of peace” he said. “As
Bishop and Pastor, as president of the Orthodox
Episcopal Assembly of Belgium, I call upon the
religious leaders of Belgium to unite our
voices and our power against the wickedness and
violence. I call upon the religious leaders of
Belgium to condemn any kind of terrorism and to
give our own testimony of consolation and sympathy to our affected brothers and sisters”
Metropolitan Athenagoras said.
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St Petka Serbian Orthodox Church
Founded 1980s
1755 E Wattles Rd, Troy | www.stpetkatroy.org
V Rev Fr Zivko Kajevic, Parish Priest
Serbian Orthodox Diocese of New Gracanica
& Midwestern America

St Michael the Archangel Russian Orthodox Church
Founded 1926
26355 W Chicago, Redford | www.stmichaelredford.org
Rt Rev Timothy Barna, Parish Priest
Rev Dn Daniel Woytowich, Deacon
Patriarchal Parishes, Russian Orthodox Church in the USA
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Detroit’s Own Orthodox Radio Program airs each Sunday (4-5pm) on
690AM and live-streamed / archived shows at DOORradio.org.
Lunch for the Hungry is served Sundays at 2pm, Sts Peter & Paul Hall
(3810 Gilbert St, Detroit). Contact Orthodox Detroit Outreach to help.

APRIL
3

3rd Sunday of Lent: Orthodoxy (Lenten Vespers)
6pm: Nativity of Mary Greek Church, Plymouth

Sunday, May 15, 2016

9

Women’s Retreat
9am: St Nicholas Greek Church, Troy

Cocktails 5pm | Dinner 6pm

10

4th Sunday of Lent: Orthodoxy (Lenten Vespers)
6pm: St Michael Russian Church, Redford

12

COCC Monthly Meeting
7pm: Sts Peter & Paul Romanian Church, Dearborn Hts

15

ODF Board Meeting
5:30pm: St George Romanian Cathedral, Southfield
OCF Regional Retreat
Holy Dormition Monastery, Rives Junction

15-17
17

5th Sunday of Lent: Orthodoxy (Lenten Vespers)
6pm: St George Antiochian Church, Troy

18

OCW Speaker Series: “A Priest’s Conversion”
7pm: Nativity of Mary Greek Church, Plymouth

23

+Holy Great Martyr George

24

+ Entrance of Our Lord into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday)
Traditional Fish Dinner

25-30

Great & Holy Week of Our Lord’s Passion

MAY
1

+ HOLY PASCHA (The Resurrection of Christ)

2-7

Bright New Week of Pascha

8
10

Mothers Day Holiday
COCC Monthly Meeting
7pm: Sts Constantine & Helen Greek Church, Westland

14

Fr Roman Braga 1 year Memorial
9am: Holy Dormition Monastery, Rives Junction

15

Annual Dinner-Dance Benefit
5pm: St Michael Banquet Hall, Redford

20

Eve of Sts Constantine & Helen Vespers
7pm: Sts Constantine & Helen Greek Church, Westland

21

+Equal to the Apostles Constantine & Helen
Patronal Feast-Day Liturgy
10am: Sts Constantine & Helen Greek Church, Westland

22
30

Visit: www.coccdetroit.org
Like COCC Detroit

GET CONNECTED! on Facebook !
®

GOOD WORKS

MAR-APR 2016

ST GEORGE ROMANIAN ORT HODOX CATHEDRAL
18405 W Nine Mile Rd, Southfield MI 48075 USA
Telephone 248 569-4833

OCW Speaker Series: “Orthodox Detroit Outreach”
10am: St Mary Antiochian Basilica, Livonia
Church School Recognition Day & Family Day Dinner
1pm: St George Romanian Cathedral, Southfield
Memorial Day Holiday (US)

Unless otherwise noted, Saints listed are based on New Calendar
OCW - Orthodox Christian Women sponsored event

Parishes are encouraged to submit calendars to us!

Dated Material - Do not delay
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